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criCZicrlapter I11

introduction

importance OF THEVIE PROBLEM

because of basic needs of human life and because of

the tools required to provide for those basic needsonneedsjneedso industry

is essential for the survival of any community the commu-

nity of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday in the
great basin was involved in almost all basic industries
because of the unique migration of the majority of its
members to the mountain west where new settlements were made

basic industries had to be established for the simple

reason that when the people arrived here there were no indu-
stries at all there were many basic industries that had to

be establishedablishedp such as gristmills for grinding grain saw

chaplerchapter

estesi

builbulidingomills for preparing lumber for buildingbuildingobuildings founderiesfound foreries mak-

ing tools and leather tanneries for clothing and equipment

needs

the church in the early days in utah gave some

priority of importance to the tanning industry numerous

instances are evident in which the church was directly
responsible for its growth in many other instances the

churchs encouragement of this industry are also evident
most books concerning the history of utah contain a

short summary of the tanning industry but nowhere can be

1

o1-0
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I1industry cease to be a vital

factor affecting survival and progress in the area of the

great basin

5 what are the present day factors affecting

the industryindustry1

definition OF TERMS

when the term great basin kingdom is used it will6111

refer to the social political and economic settlements of

the members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter day

assentessent lal

as1s

ae2e

2

found a combined collection of017015057oafo thehe17 rotatedreialzelal factsad of thisthig

industry

THE PROBLEM

how involved was the church in this industry and how

essential did the church consider it to be for the survival

of the great basin kingdom

questions considered were as followssfollow
1 what factors influenced the growth and expansion

of the tanning industry

2 of what economic value was the leather industry

to the survival of the early great basin conununiltycommunity

3 what brought about the eventual decline in bhetheule

importance of this industry

4 when did the tanning

ckomlzo 16 ned th q

0

affectingacting

ss

lai

uye
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tlletile

ilmilimieted

edoedp but

no extensive coveragecoveraqsi can be found inan them for instance

leileland H creer has a summary in his go undand mg of

sinsan

etcutc

foundillfoundell2

3

saintsaintssain1saina people outside thetl presentpresie boundaries of utah will

be included if their activities involve the great basin

kingdom some settiesettlerssettlesethie came to salt lake citycityicitti the center

of the great basin kingdomKingdo only to be assigned to places

away from the present land area of utah

economic analysis of the shoe and harness industries

which receive their raw material from the canneriestanneriestanneriesptann willerleseries

not be emphasized butjo becausebubpbutp of their close relationshiprelation

to

shupskUp

the tanning industry some involvement with the shoe and

harness businesses is necessary

biographies of people involved in tanning will be

limited to cheirtheir relationship to the industry

bibliographical ESSAY

the previous research done on this subject has been

sparse there are a number of scholarly histories in which

a brief summary of the tanning industry is containedcontain

an empire

richard r- burton inln his the Caltycltyitzity of ug sa ints jand across

the RQ cakycky mount gives somesornesoine informationormationformationinf
leonard

or

arrington
mabionmationmalion

interweaves the effects of the tanning

industry on the great basin in his book greagreat fc sxn K xngdo

an econornicjeconpjnxc id

s rit th

1

1 he

the A r

is
insi ancep

leland in me

the saints and

roccx mountziins to california
effectsacts

0

in basin inqaom

trs

mp

Foundilldirldiri

Econorniconnic histo of the latterdaylatter salnts2day 183019001830
I1
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taltaiwasvas va

lablelabie

unputunpub lisheddished

mormonscormons 1847 1900p

justifaustifled

bihysiny

iksicinsicahtjht

4

manymaily otherol historieshldier havehaive information ofox the tanningjrinjtjg industry

but only to the extent of two or three pages

unpublished research is a little more extensive

joel E ricks in his fontiauformsfontiqFont andiq methods of early settlement

in utah and surrounding areas 1847187718471871847 mentions1877187 the

tanning industry myrtle M burnett back in 1945 wrote about

the andaxndastr the and spent about

two pages on the tanning industry john G crook spent one

third of his thesis on the tanning industry and had perhaps

the best collection of details on the tanning industry up to

this 1973 datedateidateldanei almost every book of utah history mentions

the factact that the tanning industry was a vital industry

coinpletion of this thesis is justified in that it villwillviiivili give

the broadest coverage of the tanning industry to datedates

answers to the questions of howhrjwhov it as vitalvitai and hy will

add to the reservoir of organizedorgani historicalzedsed knowledge of

utah and thus add insight into the present trends and

developments of industry

DESIGN OF THIS investigation

the design of this investigation is to find all
available details of unethe tanning industry and relate them in

as close a chronological order as possible the effects of

other economic phases and trends will be considered as they

A
ak1k

st 1rxes r

71

K

industries

his

f indu rjtry
cac0rv1et2 on

iihy

Mormonsies of

aval

arx
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karsitarsi I1njgnig industry thethor relationship4 ofy the church

of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday to the tanning industry

will be particularly investigated and related

PURPOSE

the purpose of this approach of investigation is to

attempt to solve the problem of how involved the church was

in this industry and how essential the anningtanninghanningbanningtz industry was

to the survival of the great basin kingdom

rexalrexelb

5

affect the banningaffech he relat lonshipLonship

lal
ed

4

ter
the

tec

donship
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13asinbasjnbasan kingdomkinadoirix ancoc jjstorfJj jjfcstorf e daynslydrydax

chirchchurch

saisalit83q 1900190q
lincoln

tat&TANNING INDUSTRYINDLJSTRY

INI1 UTAHN

the

UT

tanning

an2n

industry

I1

in

I1

utah had its beginnings in

the activities of the members of the church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter saintsday in the eastern part of the united

states and in europe in missouri the saints began a programogramDr

of community development that spread to kirtlandKirtlankirtian ohiooohioohiko in

this plan there was a general storesstoreshore tannerytan printingnerys shop

and steam gristmill

athe2the times as1s

decontoecontomic histonehistoreHi XstorE the latterdaylatter saintsi 183019001830

chapter 2

THE BEGINNING OF THE

the operation of theaethesetheo enterprises waewas

coordinated by church and business leaders in what they

called the united firmfirralfirnal and the central11central board of the

united order As early as 1833 the church wasraswes involved

with tanning leather ezra thayre was instructed by the

church leaders to purchase the tannery of arnold mason in
2kirtland ohio joseph smithpsmith the first prophet leader

emphasized the importance of manufactures and the necessity
of local production of raw materials for a manufacturing

3industry

leonard J arringhonytonyuong great

nebraska universityiversitydiversity of nebraska press 1958
p 12

he and seasons january 1 1844 p 752

mosephjoseph smith H of jesus chrishchrjschristchrasotof zj38latterdaylatter edezaedasaintsday B H roberts 2d ed rev salt
lake cleycity deseret book co 1959601959 vol60 VI ppoppapoap 585958

6
59

in

se

II11

i

0 L

arrington
s UE 0 JE 1958p

dv
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letory of thehistory
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liiillili ziborcitoraitor of his life

I1
A 191p

suringburing

industrindustry ial pursukursu

5theathe seasodeaso zissliss aprilapri 19 1841 p 421

6theathe nauvoo p4eiqhborp may 310 i8431843t pps at2t2

7

when the saints moved to nauvoo illinois the
prophetpropnet continuedcontin tofaed phasizeeiriphasize local industries the idea

of home manufacture was prevalent perhaps because moshmost of
4the people had ancestry who had practiced home manufacturing

alvin C graves advertised his local tanning industry near
nauvoo on april 10 1841 mithwithvithmich these words

the subscriber wishes to inform the citizens of nauvoo
and zarahemlaZarah thatemlaemia he will pay flour for hides and skins
delivered at bates nobles in zarahemlao helieide also will
tan on shares 5

john taylor a prominent church leader and later president
of the churchchurchy called attention to the skills and occupations

of ci4tizenscitizens in nauvoo by an itorialeditorial on may 319 1843 which

emphasized the tanning of leather as a useful home industry

edward hunter who later became involved in the

industrial pursuits of the saints ahanwhenvhan they moved to the
great basin receivedreceived his early trainingtria inining the tanning

industry his own words from a personal journal are instruc-
tive on this pointpoints

I1 was kept to industryyindustrypindus whattryp I1 was able to do when
not in schoolschools my catherfatherratherEl intended1 ri totended make a scholar of
meireinelne but for some cause I1 cannot tell I1 got a great
dislike for going to school I1 said I1 would rather work

4wilfordwilford woodruff yP hsfcorofjhiY s li fe and labors
ed matthias cowley salt lakelaka cityicitti bookcraftBookboor 1964crift
p 39

the times and ssa spnsj

ji 01 Y ai3i

fe irphasize
prevalentperhaps

41uring

s

za ahemlap
in zaral emlaemia

ils
ed 31

useful 6

its c L

indus try 0 n

ljakeaka C 4 tyt

ahemlaalap

111

ski lis

1111.11
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III111 151

enrenc our
aaenaaeda0rld me muchmucho and I1 took the lead of the older alprenappren
ticesf and was reptkeptredt in the shop at curryingcarrying mostmosimosh of the
time my boss said in the presence of some that ned
edward had made the greatest proficiency in curryingcarrying

lieheile ever saw that created jealousy with the others and
I1 exerted myself more on account of his saying this at
twenty I1 bossed the shop the liquor of the bark closed
the pores of my hands and occasioned an ailment in my
hands and I1 had to quit the tradertroidetrzidetr

although

7aidezidealde

only bits of information can be obtained

aboutabottabo theit leather uses of the saints in the exodus from

nauvoo in 1844 enough is knosknown of the needs for clothing

harnessesh

2

andarnessesmenesses other leather products that one is able to

conclude that leather was a vital need for crossing the
plains one account tells of leggings being made in iowalowa

the temporary stopping place of the saints
when tilethebhebile saintssair arrived in the great basin they feitfeltfelcfeihfeic

a revived need for leather goods of their own make there
was land to till with harnessed horses shoes to wear on

working feet and clothes to make to replace worn out cotton
and woolen goods the distance from established commun-

ities made the task of making more leather than what they

broughtbrouqht with them a pressing need mrs kate carter edi-

tor of numerousnumename compilationsnoasroasnous on pioneer life in the great

basinobasing said that the isolated position of the pioneers and

kate B carter 9 daughterspgt9fcygdaugiters fof the utah pioneers
lessonslgsspns aqfqr februaryfgbruaryfebruaryp 196371 963s pamphlet

Rado8doB H robertsrobertso A cpmprehens ivelve
forsor

suCheuchrst

aricy1ricy

tat30 cestcecessst
someisomep

skate7kate

8

on the farmearm my fatherratherrathedfaitherraither saldsaid mu3tmustI1 learn a bradetrade
I1 agreedacl andreed was put to the trade of riningtanningta and curry-
ing 1 made greatgroat proficiency in curryingcurryiacurreia which encourenczur

history of the churchoesuchrst lake ellys
deseretDesere news preseypresspreses 19301930v

1
4 farre

th
iriclo m n d e g rea t oficicoficosic ic

in
pro 117ic3encv in

is

8

ts

co hensivecensive ilistre 0 11

of jesus christ of latterdaylatherlatter saintsday
1519fc

n

kahe

salit

muat
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ct4ctr

pap0
9kateskate

9

chtthe remoteness of sourcessoul ofces supplies together with theueU weare

and tear of pioneer life caused the need for many home indu-
stries not forsorleor material gain or for competitioncowpetitionpetitioncomcow with outside

9sources but for basic need in the community itself As has

been pointed out there were men of skill who had beenbeelin

involved in the tanning business before and who were willing
boto help supply that basic community need

since the settlers had come to stay and since theyhey
were not willing or able to rely on their former neighbors

in the settled parts of the nation for goods to carry on the
business of existence they began to face in earnest the bare

realities of survival in an unsettled land theyrhey had to

learn selfsufficiencyselfseif andsufficiency self reliance perhaps in no

other industry can this struggle for learning self suffi
clency be more aptly illustrated than in the tanning industry

one of the activities of the pioneers when they first
arrived in the valleys of the great basin was to establish
tanneries for the production of leatherieatherleaiea intherethero 1847 and 184818480

severalsever millsal were constructed and among themthen was a tannery and

leather manufacturing establishment

because of these circumstances the leaders did

not hesitate to take steps to develop self sufficiency the

Q
kate B carter memoMeni riesorieSrlesorles ha t L iye salt lake cit

P 122

arringtonparringfconi op cit p 54

w th

1

a levitieslvities f

11

10 Dpersecutionerse hadcution

forced the church to unite and move and then start planning

once more for the purchase of land and for the initiation of
industries

4 t atlonini i

totake

meniories thacthatehab live city

10 549

Da

suff iciency

estabi ish
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10

council of fiftyy a churchrelatedchurch governingverningcorelated body in the

kingdomKing wasdomsdomo directly involved in encouragement of the

tanning industry on january 6 184918491 they resolvedesoved that
alanson and ira eldredge engage in the business of tanning

and manufacturing leatherieatherleathersleaiea andtherstherp that the council exert its
influence to sustain them therein u in april 18491349 the

first presidency stated in a letter the location of a

tannery and foundry are contemplated as soon as the snow
12leaves the mountains

the first ieatherleatherleacherleaiea althoughtherathero fulfilling the bare

essentials was not fineleeine enough in quality too many

tanners and shoe makers were available who desired better
leather the people could remember the better quality of
manufactured leather goods and would not remain content with

the first crude attempts at leather tanning and shoe and

boot manufacturing one example of the early days after
1850 helps illustratetillustrates edwardedvardedmard tullidgeTultui anlidgey early mormon

historian told of a young man in cache county mhowho wanted

a pair of shoes but was unable to find even one pair in
logan he determined that he would have a pair he obtained

the skin of a newfoundland dog and took it to one father
wier with an urgent request for a speedy tan it took

threechree months to get the skin tanned when he took the skin

deseret newsnewso 9 januarjanuaryy 6ap6p 1849s1849 as reported in the
deseret neweynewsyneveynewesneves november 8 1934

12james R clarkdark ed j messagesmessaqesmessaaesMessa 0ofoesaes f the fir s t Pres i
dencyjdency 183319648331833 salt1964 lake citticityi bookcraft incytpincy 353Tp

fi jartyrty

in 0

J o0

4111

11

10

first presipresl
8331 0 .6464 inc p

esoved

1

wiy

rentousnainxin

64

00.00
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I1feltteltreitrelt prouder in the possession of an article of apparel
than did he in the possession of that first pair of
home made shoes

silkslik

fasefastcened

11

tcfccbho the shoemaker father davidsondavidDavJd another9.9sponsion problemt exerted

itself no sole leatherleatheryieather pegs nor threadthread1threadsthready were available
the boy searched around and finally found the needed articles
after a delay of another fourfear months he was able to putpat on

his shoes he

encased his cracked and sunburnt feet in shoes
as soft as silky elastic as rubber and when wet as
expansive as buckskin no cache valley youth has since

two living pioneers who were interviewed in 1939

mentioned that most people went barefoot until leather became

more plentiful the dances were attended by barefooted

participants and all werevere able to get along when cold

weather came leather needs became more acute susan cole
davisdavio is reported to have mademadek thethem first shoes in provoproveprovos

utah her attempts were typical of others in small commun-

ities of the early days in that the soles and the uppers were

fastened together with wooden pegs during dry weather they

would separate making an occasional walk in the irrigation
ditch necessary

an unusual occurrence illustrates how the leather

13edward VW tu11idgtullidqetullidge Juvenavenilelie ins truccoyctoy f salt lake
city 18891889t p 3783789

utah14 works progress administration history of
minersvillemjjjersyijle nd p 1

scott odell economic history of provoproveprovos utah
unpublished mashersmastersmashMast thesiserB brigham young university

1951 p 13

1 412417 athedt

s

in

13

14

ty ical communiewpi

15

3 juvenile instructorpinstructorsInstructorp

10

15

1951v pe 130

1

Minersville

veto

teit

ere

bened
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histerhjstpryhist2r salt
lake city 19531953t vol 11 ppapp7 3203213203219320 3213219

17

y

tullidge Q uarterlyteriz maga zine y p 205

cuiccultdiff1diffy

quarterlquartell maaazinemarazinemaoMaaazine

12

needs were faced dmrirgducdut more difficult times in 1859 some

men looking for leather toitoiho tan were walking along the jordan

river when they came upon a dead cow they skinned one side
and were preparing to skin the other side when the slippery

frozen carcass slid away into the river
clothing of leather became more and more common as

the cotton began to wear out mr tullidge states that in

those days a full suit of gents clothing was quite homely

and that a suit of buckskin with moccasins for footwear was

regarded as quite a nobby1nobby outfit
although the pioneers were supplied with a good num-

ber of tanners and leather workers who had immigrated from

various parts of the worlds the problem that asserted itself
was the need for materials and tools many of the materials
obtained from the native surroundings were not thetneane same as

had been used in the leather industries in the countries from

which the workers had immigrated the hides available were

basic cattlecattleycattlescattiescattie sheepsheepisheehi fox bearbeartbaarbaartbaars dogdogs rabbitrabbits etc but the
tanning materials were unfamiliar to the pioneers as well as

very difficult to obtain lye was obtained from wood ash
which had to be saved cleaned and stored tannin wasvas

obtained fromfront pine barkbarks oak bark and sumac which had to

be stored and preparedpAre saltpared was accessible from the

i
kate carter treatreasuressu ofrss pioneerigneer0 P

34ff c 11 18 591719

wa 146king

s 1ide

16

17

16
ppe

Quar terlteri

lnig

snobby
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memorllemorl livedlivep p 122

13

surrounding area and waternaterhaterwater was not a problem although in

cold weather it became difficultdi tof keepf iticuldcul warmt in order

for the working of the tanning agents to be effective
vats for the tanningtaruttarai processing were made and storage

places were created by erectingerecttingerect buildingsdingting to house them

it was reported that one man left his vats outside in the
open A deseret news reporter described the tanning process

chustthust

the process generally in use is to remove the hair
from the hides then cleaning them in either pure
water or a solution of salt and aterwatervater A batch of
fifty hides isic then placed in a liquid made by steeping
150 pounds of ungroundung nativeroundroand sumac in 260 gallons of
water and adding 25 poundskpounds of salt the hides are kept
in the liquid from twenty to twentyfourtwenty hoursfour the
length of time depending upon the temperature of the
liquid and the condition of the hides blood heat is
considered the most favorable after the hides have
remained in the salted infusion of sumac the liquid is
strengthened by adding about 200 gallonsqa1lons of strong oak
or hemlock liquidiquidequidI1 and 15 pounds of salt hildeshides are
allowed to remain in the strengthened liquid for the
space of from twelve to twentyfourtwenty hoursfour sides are
then withdrawn and placed in about the same quantity of
strong cold oak or hemlock liquid containing 20 pounds
of salt solution after five or six days the hides are
withdrawn and placed in the same quantity and quality of
liquid but instead of being cold it should be blood warm

the latter operation is generally repeated six or
seven times or until the sides are completely tanned
while the sides are passing through each stage of the
tanning processprocessyprocessopro repeatedcessy handlinghand islinalino necessary

the saltsallsaitsail sumac liquid is employed for the prepara-
tory operation while the common tan liquids are used
for the finishingini processpshing 11

margaret
0cessicess

marie miles caspercasperpcaspere an early pioneer in the great

basinbasins 9 describes the tanning process for an individual or
family enterprise thust
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suitsulteuit blc so if trwtry tbicbioalc

I1

stretl ong enough to remove the fat from the
inside of the skins without impairment of the skin
tissue the task of removingremovina the animal fat required
strong muscles and lots of energy with the children
lending their help some fat couldcoaldcoaid be removedreintoved by scrap-
ing if the person was carefulcarefcalef not to damage the valuable
skinskirl they found that a metal rasp a tool used in
filing horsed hoofs or a fileflie with raised points wasmismls a
real help next the hides were pulledpullednpulleyn stretched and
nailed to the outside of a buildingbuildina where the sun and
weather played their part in curing the hides again it
was strenuous work to manipulate the hides with hands so
the hides were made soft and pliable 919

after the leather preparation was completed the articles
were shaped into various useful items such as gloves mocc-

asins jackets shoe laces etc an awl was used to make

small holes in the buckskin through which beeswaxedbees threadwaxed

was pulled to stitch the item together muskrat skins also
were tanned and used in trimming larger articlesar andC foriclesacles

20lining mittens
john hill who worked in west jordan with bishop

gardner left a description of the tanning process they

employed first they used lime to remove hair from the

hides they used a tool shaped like a rolling pin with

blades like a safety razor to thin off the thick places in
the hide another tool used to smooth and completely finish
the leather was made of heavy pieces of roundedgedround glassedged

they pulledpalled bark from red pine trees in a canyon to tan the

leather 21

19A kate B cartercarters treasures of

reinkreintoved

bUibul idinaldina

uau1

hillpfillp

14

A suitable lyeiye solution vas obtained fromerol wood ashes
and the raw hides placed therein to soaksoalt until the hair
could be removed from thetha outside014 theside lye solution
would not be strong

pjioneer

3nq o0

f ile

pliable19

pioneer historyhist2ex
salt lake city 1953 p 32cf
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oil from the wolf could also be used in the tanning
23process

without some form of backing the disadvantages

of the local tanning industry would have continued to

cause it to languish in sporadic attempts to supply the
needs of the pioneers until urtherfurther commercial relations
could be opened up fromsrom the east however a more organized

power did bring the needed backing into play and the tanning

industryindu achievedstAry somesonie measure of success even when the east-
ern competition finally came the backing camecaume because of the

Dese retereferett nesNGS may 15 1852 ibid231bide

waw1
O0 11

ar4r the title of nothing like
leatherleathers samuel mulliner announced the need for more

tanning material by describing howhewhemhov to obtain ititsitt

As the season for peeling bark is at hand no doubt
there are many who are anxious to peel bark enough to
get their boots and shoes without payingaying cash for them
to all suchpsuchysuchssucha we would say that when you cut down a pine
tree measure off four feet notch it rounds then peel
your bark off and set it up along side of the tree when
it gets dry enough to cord lay down some poles to keep
it from the damps cord it up close one side inclining
so that rain may not get in remember always to keepreedreen the
outside of the bark to the weather

15

in an article undeunder

the article sumac
could be cultivated to great profit by transplanting the
roots or sowing the seeds then mowing it as you would
your meadow let it dry one or two days then thresh it
with your flails on a barn floor or a sheet gathering
the leaves into sacks for the tanner be sure you keep
it from wet or dampdampcdamec the articlearticie oil can be extracted
from butterbatteratterbt if you have no saltsait handy it willviii do fullyullyulry
as well without it if it eststests4 too strong for family
use carry it121 to the tanner 2

the treatment of skins described by bullinerhullinermulHulmui entailedliner the
care necessary to insure no cutting or exposure to rain or

sun wolf skins were much in demand for leatherleathieather

off

4rain it Y

4 he
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culcui ciestieshies because the tanning industry could create work and

leather for other trades the church greatly encouraged it
the survival ofot the great basin kingdom may not have been

determined by the tanning industry buhbatbut the tanning industry
certainlycertai wasniv essential to the beginning of this community

leather was necessary if the great basin kingdom were

to continue to grow and remain in the area of the great salt
lake

24brigham youngyoungsyoungo sermon of february 23923 1862 journal
of pi scoursesscourkessco purses axyixy ppap 283284283

25
284

arringtonsarnngtonarrngtonArring ophongtonsbong cit p 27

culticulli0 es

16

unique unityunitrunior of the church led by brighambrigha young who taught

fehanfehau0hat
the

t

lord has done his share of the worksork he has
surrounded us with the elements containing cheatswheatswheat meatmeatibeati
flax woolswolf silks fruityfruittfruits and everything with which to
build upsiupji beautify and glorify the zion of the last
days it is our businessbusine to mold these elements to ouroar
wants and necessities accordingaccordi to the knowledge we now
have and the wisdom we can obtain from the heavens 2

cooperation continued to be a keynote emphasized by

all of the leaders in utah after the saints arrival here

cooperation meant that everymanseverymanosevery labormansmanosmants was subject to call
by church authority to work under supervised direction in a

25cause deemed essential to the prosperity of the kingdom

As will be seen in the following chapter the0 mormon passion

for unity and solidaritysoilsollsold wasdarity the motivating factor that made

the tanning industry grow so quickly in spite of the diffi-
culties
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dipzipdis

leatherieatherleathers etc

gittit

facracturing to the exclusion of almost every article of
imported goodsgoodso our leaieatherstherp

ileonardbleonard

chapter 3

SUCCESSSUCCES EXPANSION AND GROWTH OF LEATHERluitherlesther
manufacturers 185018571850

recognition

1857

of the need for leather in all forms from

the tanned hide to the finished product became a strong fac-

tor in the establishment of more permanent industries from

1850 to 18571357 there was an overall push by the church lead-

ers in the great basin to encourage industrial development

during the years of 1851 and 1852 governorbovetgovet brighamnor young

in his address to the legislative assembly in january of 1852

saldisaidisaidt
I1 have no hesitation in saying that our true interest

is 9 and will be most wisely consulted in domestic man-
ufacturing

produce what
you consumeconsumer draw from the native element the necessaries
of life permit no vitiated taste to lead you into the
indulgence of expensive luxuries which can only be
obtained by involving yoursel es in debt let home
industry produce every article of home consumption

the tanning industry was at first a community project
2or semipublicsemitsemithemi workspublic activity t the colonization of the

great basin followed a pattern that reveals the process by

which tanncannerieseries as well as other industries were

leonard J Arrington 2 great basin kingdoinKing idoindomdoln economicecgnonac
hjtqryqf 18 1830190036190036 lincoln1900 x uni-
versity of nebraska press 1958 p 93

bid p 97
17

4

a might be
manufactured just as well at home 0

kin9histlj 13ncolnt2f 1 hp latterdaylatter ainessaintssday 1830ry
ver s i ty
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established

after the colony had beonbeenbeean firmlyf established
and the first joint undertakings were completed settlers
chosen in advance for the purpose were encouraged to
establish shops and mills the community often was asked
to help these enterprisersenterprizersenterpriseenter whenprizers additional laborlebor and
materials were required in return the owners of saw-
mills gristmills and tanneriestanneriespcanneriestann anderieserles such specialists as
blacksmiths and carpenterscarpente were expected to hold them-
selves ready to serve the entire community at reasonable
rates much as public utilities are expected to do
tod ayayr 3

it is reported that the perpetual emigrating fund a church

fund for the immigration of the converts to mormonism first
from their scattered condition after nauvoo and then from

foreign lands was regulated on the basis of the peoples
occupation which was rahedrated second only to their integrity and

4moral worthworths

the overall plan of establishing permanent commun-

ities

comman

that

jw

were self sufficient gives meaning to the fact
that with nearly every group of settlers provision was mademad

for tanners in each settlementsett thelemerit model for the

futurefutureuturesuture settlements was salt lake city and a carefulcarefcalef review

of the tanning industry and its development there will give

a general picture of the process of establishing tanneries
elsewhere in the territory i the enterprise of iraaralragra and alan-
son eldredge has already been mentioned whether it became

successful in producing the finished product is subject to

question but from the evidence provided it is clear that
tanneries were as essential as any industry for the

3 ibid p 99 bid
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establishment of the saints in the great basin

samuel mullineamullinorgullinormillineaMulmui isrlineAlinor reported to have been the first
person to produce finished leather in the territory when

he exhibited a tanned calfskin in a church conference in

1850 he began the activity of tanning in earnest in the
summer of 1850 his advertisement for help appeared in

the june 149 1850 edition of the deseret neussnews 8

samuel mullinermaiMalmui herebyherebcherebliner notifiesy the citizens of
deseret that he has entered the tanning business and
solicitssoicsolc theits cooperationoperationco of all who feel interested
in home manufacture he wishes to state that it will
be just as necessarynecess forarv the citizens to bring bark and
sumac as it is for tanners to make necessary prepara-
tions for making leather owners of saw mills will
please save all the bark they can by stripping pine
trees which come to their mills hancedwantedwantgwaltg immediately
fiftyf cords of pine or oak bark foreor which the highest
prices will be paid wanted ten hundred weight of
sumac threshed and cleaned and as the season
for peeling bark is nearly pastpasto the bark must be
producedproduccproduct immediately for further particulars
apply to the subscriber at his shop on east temple
street opposite reeseskeeses storesstored

under the leadership of brigham young 9 the colonizercolonize
the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday gave the
most encouragement to this industry the saints were

encouraged to be resourceful

if you cannot tan a fox or wolf skinskins shoot or trap
the fox or wolf and come to us we will tell you how to
tan itittift and one or two will make your babe a warm frockrock
and three or four will make your woman a warm petticoat
a muchyauchrauch better one than you can buy forsor gold at any store
in deseret save all your hides and deliverdellver them to
your cannerytannerytanner and if he cannot pay you for them give them
to himshimo and then peel or shave some bark to tan them

5milton R hunter brighambr 1

1 ham yo2ng fc

salt lake citty deseret news press 1940 ppe 174-
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encouragemencouraged aliall
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20

wiachwifchith and in a few days ne will exchangeexchangexchange some leather
with you for soine more hides and barky hichwhichaich will cost
you nothing buubutbout the improvementimprove ofgintantintant your few leisure
moments in some useful industry then you will be in
town for shoes and notnoc obliged totobunto9uncunrun to st louis for
the next change of feet protectors 6

prior to this encouragement samuel mulliner

and his partner alienallenailen were having difficulty forI1
they

v

had in their vats 220 sides of leather that could not
7be completely tanned without more bark the church lead-

ers felt that through the proper development of the leather
industry 1000001002000 could be saved from going to a foreign

0
market brighambriahambridaham young wrote a letter explaining the status
of the tanning industry on septemberSepten 22220iler 1851 in which he

gave church calltocalircalircailcalitocalis status to anyone skilled in the tanning

business to migrate to the territory from europe

experiments at tanningnning hides and makingmakinamakino leatherieatherleacleaZ
have

herphers
as yetyett been very limited in the valley much

leather is needed in this country if some of
the brethren who are tannersytannersttann woulderssersyerst come home and attend
to their calling here they could receive the blessing
of many souls some attempts are now making at this
business but more help is wanted brethren the harvest
here is great but the laborers few 9

this church encouragement produced results as a num-

ber of new tanneries were established during the following
years in salt lake city and in a few of the territorial
settlements as is shown in table

brigham younglatter day saint journal history
january 24 1852 Ms

7hunter op cit p 175
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intn aprilaprils 1352 the leaders of the church stated in
their seventh general epistle chacthatthattchauchatt

tanneries have been commenced at most of the
principal settlements and at some two or three and
after another season for peeling barkberk the prospects
will be good for a supply of domestic leather

salsai t

lip110

tat4

21

tabietabletabic 1

tanneriesTann startederles from 1850 to 1856

tannery year place

sam mulliner 1850

mullmallmuil & alienallenailen
deseret tannery 1851

sam clarkdarkmarkclarrsemipublicsemi workspublic 1852

paragoonaPara 1852goona

brim & ames 1853

jennings & winder 1855

gold ing & raleigh 1855

18th ward 1856

salt lake city

salt lake city

provo

paragoonaPara

salt
goona

lake city
salt lake city
salt lake city
saltsait lake city

mr arrington the present churchcharch historianhistorians stated that in
regardrecard to placing the settlers in particular areasaneas careful
record was made of their occupations and an attempt was made

to utilize their skill to advantage in the economic life
ofoft the region

arrington op citcitocita p 108loss

deseret news salt lake city vol II11 no 12
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I1 commenced digging the race this fall the
whole racerate is about one hundred rods long

1856 this winter was a very severe one and immense
numbers of cattle died of starvation and many drowned
by collecting on the ice in weber river and breaking in
thus hides were very plenty and my stock of goods aided
me much in the purchase of those hides I1 obtained about
700 hides iai2

ira amesamos journalourna1p0 i 180418691804 located1869 in the utah
state historical society salt lake city utah

florsoor

fteate

colsocowso
aroceriesgroceries

wi4wib

22

ira ames and alexander brim opened a farmerytannerytarmery in salt
laelake city in 1853 ira ames had been doing tanning on his
own for a year or more prior to this partnership in his
personal journal he gives his feelings as well as the inter-
esting details of his early beginnings here are exemptsexerptsxerptsca

from 1854 to 18561856t

1854 in the fallallfailfaliailali of 1854 1I built a tan house
25 ft by 30 1I will here state that in 1852 when I1
first started the tanningtanninqtannini business I1 expended every-
thing I1 had almost toI1 geto0 started I1 parted with
4 yoleyoke of oxen 2 cows 2 wagons 2 cooking stoves
groceries etc etc everything in the tanning
process worked awkward I1 had to experimenteMeri inment many
vaysways inin fact I1 met so many obstacles that it was like
learninglearninaleardina the trade over again I1 had to pay 20 a cord
rorforelor pine bark tallow from 304030 cents40 a pound oil
could not be hadyhadj but I1 sent to the states this year by
livingston and kinkead and obtained about 40 gallons of
fish oil at a cost of six dollars per gallon fre-
quently I1 was obliged to use butter lardlards wood oil tar
and white lime barjtarj the dryness of the climate also
affected the hideso made it morenarenore fficultdifficultdl to break
them

1855 this spring I1 was fortunate in purchasing
a good sized cast iron bark millwill of one fields for
which I1 paid 100 and continued prospering in my
business this fall I1 conversed withvith president heber
ce kimball in relation to using the waste water from
the warm spring forifor water powerpowe my first idea was to
put up a water tower to grind barksbarky roll the leatherleathersieather
and a pullingullingpl machinemacha to break the hides to soften thewthem
there were severalsoveral springs a short distance east of my
house that I1 spoke with brother kimballkinKir aboutdall all was
agreeable to him bro kimball told mcsmes br amesaniess go90
ahead suresuressuret use the water putpatpahpuh apup what machinery you
please
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alexander brim located in the first ard had also
3 3been tanning before his merger with ames

of the fourteen utah industries reported in the
14united stakesstates census of 1850 one was a tannery thirteen

plants were reported in 1860 all of which had to do vithwith
is15the leather industry most of the plants reported were

located in salt lake city although the correctness of
the figures represented by the census of 1850 has been

questioned by some writerswriter there is evidence of economic

growth showing progress during the arstfirstirst three years of the

history of utah others have felt that as population

increased during the years immediately following the 1850

census the number of tanneries would also increase another
view on these statistics is that almost every town of the
great basin had small manufacturing ncernsconcernscc which included

manufacture of leather goods as well as others because of

their small size their industries would not reach industrial
commission reports however when taken together they may

have had great volume and been a formidable factor in the

wellbeingwell ofbeing the economic life of the areaareat

in 1855 william jennings and johnjolua R winder entered

13john G crookcrooks the development of early industry
and trade in utah unpublished masters thesis university
of utah 192639263926. p 20

warren noblepnoblcynobler ededp utah since statehoodsstatehood ifistorihistgrx
calcai and
1915t19151 volvoi 1 p 281

ibidiibidot ppe 2942940

andioorahical chicaqoschicacotchicanotChi Jcacot J clarkdarkdarrmarrclarr publishing co
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the tanning industry they combined withvith a harnessharne shoe3rj

booty and butcher shop in 1855 goldwinggelding and raleighraleich estab-
lished the bath house tannery

one of the tanneries of that time advertised with

this nocenotenotesnoces

the
J

subscribers wish to say to the public that they
design keeping constantly on hand a supply of sole and
tipperupper leather of the best quality also readymadereadyeadyit bootsmade
and shoes and are prepared to make boots and shoes
etcaetc9etc at the shortestshortes notice from homehoine manufactured or
importediznpor4 leatherleathernieathered we will receive in exchange most
kinds of produce bark hideshidesyhideso cattlecattiecattlescatties and cash an
assortment of clogs on hand also a few first quality
horse collars the highest price paid for hides and
bark 15

there was a tannery called the 15th ward tannery

which was founded by the merchant hockaday and sold to

nathaniel jones and james W cummings in 1856 their
advertisement gives the appeal of their business along with

the qualifications of one of those they employedtemployedzemploy

we

edt

take this method of informing the citizens of
this place and surrounding country the fifteenth ward
tannery is now in operation and designs keeping on hand
a large and well assorted stocstock of leather of every
description which shall not only surpass anything
heretofore manufactured in this territory but shall be
equal 9 if not surpasssurpas anything brought to this marretmarketmarrec
for sale the mechanical branch wiliwillwiil be carried on
under the direction of A L toussigiroussiggtaussigTousIrousrious whosigsigg has been
engaged for years in the manufacture of leather in
austriaAustri russia france england and the US hefiefleile has
thoroughly satisfied himself by this trial that the
very best article of leather can be furnished from the
material with which this country abounds

andrew love neff lliixij 184718691847
edited

1869
and annotated by L H lake citescttyicitys

deseret book pressypress 1940 p 2842840

16Deseredeseretdeseree news february 10 jr 1856
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herathere was considered intermingling of business

ventures in saltaltsait lake city and this was no less true inln thathecha

tanning industry the establishment of public works by the

church and the assigning of immigrants to the various wards

prior for permanent settlement and work to sustainsust themshempthempwalnoainwain

brought about a high degree of interdependence and coopera-

tiveness As skilled tanners and workers in leather arrived
and began to get work they would look around for places to

establish themselves in their trade this caused a growth

of the leather industry in the outlying settlements shoe

makers and boot and harness makers were interested in getting

leather at the least cost and the tanners were able to begin

to supply their need

another phase of the intermingling of those involved

in the tanning industry had to do with those who remained in

salt lake city and were able to expand to more establish-
ments of their own because of their skill and volume of
business there was much growth going on as well as a few

failures ira ames combined with alexander brim in 1853 and

they hired philip pugsley who eventually became well known

in the tanning industry samuel mulliner united vithwith alienallenailen
in 1851 and the deseret tannery was started john R winder

and william jennings began a cannerytannerytar inuleryniery 18551355 and later in
1858 another merger took place that resulted in the deseret
tanning and manufacturing association the history of which

will be covered in chapter 5

there were other factors involved to give the tanning
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puhipublfuhl 4 c vocksworks programprograprogre of the church began

a cutlery factory in which carrierscurcicurricurzi knivesers were manufactured

this brought the needed tools to the tanneries making it
unnecessary for the tanneries to import their tools from

17other places
areas outside of salt lake city were growing in the

leather manufacturing industry also there was a tannery in
i ftparagoonaPara establishedgoona in 1852 this tannery functioned

for a number of years until bark became scarce apparentlyApparent
a tannery was established there because of the warm springs

the name paragoonaparagoonatParapadaParago meansgoonaonat warm water or springs colonel
william H dame commenced the tannery in the new settlement
in 1853 benjamin watts tanned the first leather at paragoonahparagoonahipParag

HQ

oonah

which was also the first leather made in iron countyCo

leather

19lanty

manufacturing in provoprove began earlier than

in paragoonaPara leathergoona tanning started in 1849 in provo

like other semipublicsemi enterprisespublic the community was of

necessity involved in getting this enterprise going trees
were cut in provoprove canyon and floated down the riverriverorivers o the
bark was peeled and taken to the tannery shoes were

in such demand that the leather was only halftannedhalhalfhai
when

er

it
tanned

was used to make shoes this caused the shoes

journal historypthistory augustpt 29 1858
i ft

milton R hunter brxghambrigham young the colonizer
salt lake citycityscites deseret news press 1940 p 1751750

19LDS history of pa rowanrovan stake paragoonahParag hardwardoonah
1853

lyolysiyo
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mrsmre
samlsamllsami clarlclariciariciarkoclarko tanner and with them carry 25 or 50 cords
of bark lumberman hand him over 5000 feet of plank
carpenters and joinersjoiner setsellsatsalisaki your tools in motion and
make vatsvatsi laborerslaborer put in the spades and sink those
vats and draw a few loads of clay to pack around them
tinnersdinners and coppersmithcoppersmiths make a heater and tell
mr clarkdarkmark he is welcome best best best in two weeks
from the first blow if all will do as counseled the
tanner may have 100 hides in the vats and provo city
willwil have leather in 100 days of their onnownoun aframframfrmar at
100 less cost than they now give the merchantmarchantmyarmiar

6

chancchant
vilvii

culcui ty

coincolnpeti tion

aq4q
21deseret

ajatjast4sta of

wasputwahput

bicepicep

27

to be stiff when drydrys andallail bigbg7 and sloppy whenuhenuher uelwetwel

jens MK jensen anjq early historian claims that the provo
20tannery was the first to produce leather in the territory

in the year 1852 samuel clarkdark set outoat to build a

tannery evidently he had been involved in the earlier
ventures in provo and saw the possibilities of making a

living at it the deseret news gave some encouragement to

samuel clarkdarkmark and the community of provo

good for provoprove brethren at provoprovot arise in
your might and carryarry your hides and skins to mr

the Deseret news continued to give encouragement and

gradually the tannery was put into operation the diffi-
culty of getting bark from the provo canyon during the winter
and the need forfoxfoz keeping the vats wannwarm made the business a

difficult one it took clarkdark approximately fortyfiveforty dawadaysdavadayndawnivefivelve

to tan one hide As eastern competition was able to sell
leather at a cheaper pricespricci the tannery went out of business
bark became morecreworeorew and more difficult to obtain As mr

tullidgeTullid agesgep prominent historian of that timeime saideaideald the

20james M jensen historyffistoy of P y9jitah provo
utahutahs new century intingprinfcingpr co 1 92477

A

1

carry25

is velwelvei miae

deseret

du ing

coinpeti
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K 2f provos utahzo 19 2477 p v 40s
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lakelaredacej provo manclmantimanci and
fillmore this may appear to many as it sometimes
does to usgusu rather singular for the few tanneries now
in operation cannot supply the demand for leather 23

of the 235 individuals involved in the leather industry in
1850 eightysixeighty weresix in the utah territory and 149 were in
new mexico the percentage of people involved in the

leather industry was 27 percent in utah while in new mexico

it was only 9 percent the mountain stated percentage
24comparison wasiwasvastwas 11 percent in 1850

although hard times were evident in the leather
industryindustrv during the years of 1850 to 1856 there were many

who gained a livelihood and some few who became quite
wealthy because of their involvement in this business

22
IE W tullidge A history of provodprovedprovos tullidgestuljidqjjsTullid

quarterly
ges

magazinemaqazinep 111IIIili provo utahtutacht januaryjanuaryiJanuar 1881yi p
271 E N

tuytty

28

tanneries11anne oforoiesles ther territoryerrit consistentlynsoY diddd poor work

mostly because they did not soak their hides long enough
22and they made shoes too soon other places claimed

tanneries in their community but records are not complete

as to dates manti and fillmore are known to have had

tanneries in 1856 an editorial in the deseret news of

november 19 1856 summarized conditions in the industry at
that dauesdates

we are not aware that cheretheretheare are any tanneries in
utah except in this city salt lacej

the mountainmgiintain westwegnesheshest t loganlogans utahutahgutahs utah state untverstby
press 1963 vol X no 3 also see the table in the
appendix
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activity when people were asked toIWIimi contribute means for
an expresscarryingcarrying company that brigham young was trying

to organizedorganizciorganizeporgani thezeszep names of contributors included jennings and

winder golden andalid raleigh and philip pugsley who werevere all
engaged to furnish boots and shoes 9 harness ieatherleather and

saddles and cushions for it these men were classed as the
25ieatherleathermleathereatheraleather makers in the territory

an example of the other side the scarcity is
evident in the seventeenyearoldseventeen boyyear havingold to work three
months for a pair of buckskin pants which he describes

duringdaringdurino various seasons in dry weather they came

half way between my ankles and kneesknees91 91 and in wet weather
ft

would flippityflip floppity on the side walk every step I1 took 11

the

26

tithing office in salt lake city a church

collection house of contributions of members had a large
quantity of leather which indicates the making of this

27product in the towns of the territory at this early date
one is leftlef to decide about this early period as to

whether the leather industry was large or small in percent-
age employedoloyedenient for the western states at that time it was large

in the supply being able to meet the demand it was small

the need for leather cannot be disputed the people made

provisions for that need the best they could

OKarrington greagreat t basin K ingdomkinadompingdon y p 16716791678
c26 autobiography of samuel roskelley emma R

hansen ed the roskelley organ smithfieldysmithfieldqSmith utahfieldy
1951a p 14

27arringtonArring greagreattonstont t basin K ingdomkingoomingdonkingdom y p 1411410
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chapter 4

METOE LEATHER INDUSTRY FROM THEMEMtedbedeed UTAH WAR

TO THE COMING OF THETKIEteethietete RAILROAD

there was an exodus from salt lake city when

johnsonsJohn armysors threatened to invade utah only one man is
reported to have kept his tannery in operation philip
pugsley he had learned his trade of japanningpanningja leatherieather
in bristol englandEnglanjo in 1846 pugsley had been helped by

working for ira ames in 1853 at his tannery when ameseames1amesamee

son clarkdarkmarrharr went on a missionmissionqmissione pugsley took his place he had

runran golding and raleighs tannery on shares he claims to

have made his first tvotwo hits from selling a piece of leath-
er when the threat of the war came he had had much prac-

tical experience and it fell his lot to keep the tannery open

when ira ames decided not to keep his tannery after the return
from the mass exodus pugsley purchased it from him pugsley

had the only bark for tanning in the city he sold somesoniesorie to

the other tanners to get them started again william jennings
and golding and raleigh were helped in this way and thus
two tanneries were restarted after the stoppage because of

this is a process of working withvith leather to give
it a hard glossy coating

30
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maoazinemagazineqMagazinmarazine II11 saltsait lake cihycity 18681868p 766

kate B carter treasures of

wasswaspvass

saltsaihsait

ioslog 1858 he had 75 left shenwhenshum he began looking

for work the day after he arrived he began work at the

winder and jennings tanning establishment on main street
from there he moved outoat into the sebtlemeitsettlentent of absb georgegeorga

and continued to ply his trade with success john hill a

tanner by cradetradetradesbrades was another case in point when he arrived
in salt lake city in 1859 he obtained work in his fieldfieldsfielde A

year later he moved to west jordan where he was enlisted as

a tanner in the new tannery there runran by bishop archibald
3gardner

the threat of civil war and the realization of eco-

nomic isolation once again gave further encouragement to

self sufficiency one writer has said that thisthlethie determina-

tion was strong in utah even at the expense of efficiency and

progress the attitude of the church leaders which applied

strongly to the tanning industry wasvas produce your ownownsowne 4

E W tullidge our industries and industrial men
utah

thithl

ablobl ainedacned

af2f

bistorhistor

4arringtonbarrington great basinbasjnbasinbasan

31

2the war

the next year 1858 a number of tanneries verewere

established new tanneries were begun in 1859 which were

financed by brigham young feramorz littlelittielittles and john R

winder the story of joseph or bonton attests to the reopening

of the winder and jennings tannery joseph orton was an

immigrant from farnsworthFarnsw englandEnglanortho who arrived in salt lake
city on july 10

pioneer history salt
lake city daughters of the utah p 323
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seafself suff iciency

wiyily settled town 1850

received many of the poor from the salt lake exodus in
order to keep them in food projects were started to help

them earn provisions one of these projects was to erect a

tannery three tanninatanningjannina establishments were operated in
payson for many years one owned by tousickkousick and simons

another by J S pagepages and the third by johnjohm diem most of

the leather was manufactured into boots and shoes within the

city 6

logan in cache valley got encouragement in the area

of tanneries in the form of some equipment which was brought

in by ira amesamesjamese a tanner of note in salt lake city who moved

there and began business the earliest tannery there was
7built by thomas weir and joel ricks in the spring of 1860

lauarlaterlacar near 1869 moses thatcherthatchers manager of the logan coop

mercantile and manufacturing organization which controlled

5tullidge quarterlyuart magazineerizerly salt lake city
1868 p 3953959

carter hedrihemri tnaana livellyeallye salt lake cityicitys
daughters of the utahutatlutat pioneersPioneplone 19531953perss p 450

7joel R ricks history gfof vallevailevaliea cachevallavaliavaila valley
centennial commissionCommissio 1959719 p159p 1623623.62po

6carteracarter memories thacthat

32

settlements were continuallyconl beinginoally started and

economic selfsufficiencysufficiency was emphasized for them between

1857 and 1867 there verewere 150 new settlements started if
the 1852 idea of one or even two tanneries in each settle-
ment were even partially carried out this would mean at
least seventyfiveseventy newfive tanneries during this period

payson which was a previouslyprevious

es
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chethe ocean

and he made others here byilylly using tan bark from the mou-

ntains holdworth was successful in making quality upper eolesolesoles

and harness leather ifsichifhichiihichzihich was exceedingly useful to the
9people of that town the tannerytalttaiitari closednery in 1870

saint george was settled during this period prior to

the coming of the railroad the church was instrumental in

the revivalevivalrevivalX of that settlemenbsefctlesnenbsettlement by making ampleapleampieapieai provision for
the trades leather needs were taken care of as a few of

the first settlers were tanners lorenzo clarkdarkmark and jesse
wentworth crosby built a tannery near a spring north of
diagonal street there was also a tannery on first
north street which was run by adam seegmiller tanbark

aeo8eo W tullidgeTullid Hhistogergep istpry of

stesse

saltsait lake city
founders of utah settlemerxts isaltfsalt lakelaresettledsettlevillentstillensireneiren salttst la i

chamilton9hamilton

33

commercial affairs of khathatthaknatenatkna citey saidsaldsnal besidesd wholesaling

and retailingretail generalinoinq merchandise we manufacture leatherieatherleaiea
Q

harnessesharness
therotherp

boots and shoes quite extensively
early in 1862 david evans and canute peterson built

a tannery near the northeast corner of third north and second

west in lehilehlehl in which jonas holdsworth was the first workman

hefielielle had learned the tanning trade while living in england

he had brought a few of his tools with himhlin across

cttyttsos
p 380

Q
hamilton gardner history of lehi salt lake city

1913 p 85

andrew karl larson I1 was calcai 1 ed to dixie deseret
news presspressji 1961iggi p 277

ibid

affallesalres t JV
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1yinglyingdying areas tanned

their own leather john D lee wrote in his diary on

august 8 1859

34304

was obtained from the pine valleyvailey mountains william

pritchard and thomas cottamcottaw operated a tannery some time
1912later which might have been the one started by clarkdark

because the demand exceeded the supplypsupplyy pioneers in the

area as was surely the case in other outlying

thischis second recommendation had two effecteffects
it provided leather which was much in demand and it raised
the standard of quality of the livestock in the settlement

many other smaller settlements boasted of having a

tannery or possibilities of a tannery howeverhoveHowe shilewhilesillieverp

colonization vaswas going on and tanning industries were being

developed along with many other industries competition was

becoming greater the church leaders became actively aware

of the position the people of utah were in and they wanted

to preserve their self sufficiency the leaders began to

ibid
james13 G bleakbieak manuscript history of st george

typewritten copy at the brigham young university library
p 352

ouaoulk

ionslons

viallevfalley moun ta ins wiwilwll I I1 iaralara

aheapareap

concluded to get up some teams and go

south for dock root to tan my leather with brigham youngyoungsyoungo

who visited this settlement gave two recommendations that
involved the need for leather liehefiefle said that the people

ought to wear woodenbottomedbottomedttomed shoes in summer to conserve on

leather and he also suggested that the people get rid of
poor cattle horses and sheepkillsheep themkill their hides should

13be tanned

f rom
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discussdILs bhehecuss problemsproblem or- r e tc j t leatherloathe was recognized

as a needed product and one thathat would need support in home

industry or it would lose out to outside competition this
veryveyve subjectY was balkedtalked about in the school of the propheteprophetsProphet
a

sp

church group organized for the betterment of active male
T

members of the LDS church x an indication of the compet-

ition comes fromif afr report concerning freight received in
morgan city weber fortysixforty thousandsix five hundred ninety
pounds of hides and tallow verewere receivereceived while only 7510
pounds of comparable leatheraitherieatherle products were shipped com-

ments concerning heber city in wasatchWasa countytechfech reveal the
feelings of the leaders during this time of competitionjcompetitiontcompetitions

they have excellent facilityfacilities for the establish-
ment of various branches of industries notably a
tannerytanner bootyp shoe and harness manufactory this
community expendedearpearh annuallyended 25000 cash for the
importation of boots and shoes which sum might be
saved to the peoplepeple by utilizing their resources to
that end 16

the coming of the railroad was another factor that
was to affect the tanning industry this will be discussed

in another chapterchapters but the preparation for its coming helped

soften the blow of competitioncompetit when it did comecomee

competition

the deseret
agricultureaariculture and manufacturing society was one means used to
encourage the tanning industry and other industries instru-
mental in bringing information and encouraging the manufacture

14leonard arringtonArr religionireliaionIReliaangton andionlon planning in the
far westwestokesto ecomjx jirjeyej sec vol XI
no 1 1958t7pb6

la p 1091090loglogologalogi

ibid161bidop p 158
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of high quality ieatherleatherleathtleatha goods at home the firstiestlest
fair october 4 1869 gave the following listing of leather
exhibitsexhibit

class II11 leather and findings
awarding committeetcommittentCommit Pteet pugsley
francis platt and edwardedvard snelgrove
best sole leather MW jenningsJenning diploma
best calf skin W Jenningjenningsyjenninqsvjenningss diploma
best cow hyde W jenningsJenningjenningss diploma
best harness leather W Jenningjenningss Sfsp diploma
bestdestdastbast bridle richard margetts
best skirting richard margetts
bestestesh heavy kip richard margetts
best grain leather richard Margetmargetts
best calf leather richard margetts
best leather belting richardjrichard margetts
best military bridle and martingale F platt
best heavy harness F platt17

mxmr e gustive 0 larson a contemporary historian believes

that the encouragement of the establishment of woolen fac-

tories and tanneries was to stimulate the sheep and cattle
i fiindustry this could very well be a factoractors as the

cooperative movement brought about a rise in the number of
sheep from 60000 in 1870 to 10000001000.000 in 1890 19

in 1864 a unique cooperative program had begun

in brigham city which was particularlyparticulall successful in leather
manufacturing starting in 1866 lorenolorenzo snow explained the

tanning enterprise as followsfollowsx

17minutes of the deseret agriculture and man-
ufacturing society october 4 1869

gustive 0 larson Prel ud e aqtq thejingdpm
co 1947 y

p 251

19measuressares of economicecopgmic chan geages inxnan utah 18471857
salt lake

4j& goasgods f

B

18 f

in
60poooin

ly
in

18 larson prelude to ahnthn kin M

francestownfrancestownpFrances neweowntownhown hampshireHamp marshallarshall14shinesshiresshinas jones cop 1947p
pe

measures chanr4es
t po

sy

bs

facturing

st

sp

sp

51

cos

0.0



www.manaraa.com

wasvas

tolesboies

37

we erected a tanneryalannetlanne buildincibuilbulletbullry kwdinci toies high
fortyfive by ethayethcy fecfc with modern irtdrovementsimprovements
and convenienceconvexiiencesconveniencerj at a cot ofC 1010004101000.4i hoshhostnosh0000oooo of thethatiple
materials and mason and carpenter work were furnished
as capital stock by such persons as were able and who
desired an interest in our institutionJ the larger
portion of the work as done duringdaringdarlng the winter season
when no other employment could bobe badohadhadobago onefourthone wasfourth
paid in merchandise to such as needed it we gained
by this method additional capitalcapi astalptaiptais veliwellvelluellueliveil as twenty or
thirty new stockholders without encroaching much on
anyones property or business this tannery has been
operated duringdaringduning the past nine years with successSUCCeS and
reasonable profits producing an excellent quality of
leather worth 8000 to 10000 annually we have in
connection with our business a boot and shoe shopshopsshopo also
a saddle and harness shop we draw ourouloui dividends in
the articles manufactured at these two departments u

the period after the utah war and prior to the railr-

oad saw leather clothing as part of the everyday life even

handmade shoes and indian moccasins were usedased this was

coming to an end as the loom was gradually replacing skin

clothing valley tan was a term coined duringdaring these days

one traveler noted that the leather made in the salt lake
valley compared favorably with the product of english tanner

ies the term valleygalleywalleywailey tan was used to distinguish valley
made leather from the imported stocks for a time this
expression was applied to all home products the label

fell into disrepute after its application to home grown

whiskey which mark twainvrainT said was made of imported fire
21and brimstonesbrinistone

20milton R hunter brigham young the colonizer
salt lake city utah Deseredeseret news press 19409 p 176

21
01

gail marcinmartinmarlinmartins ed utah utah writerswriterowritertaWriWrit projecttersteroertaertsecta
1940 p 11311340

L L 11 ic tw wo sl a arashras h h
fortyrortydorty five e lgfn y w th

f

i90

bri hamhan

1940v po

fc

rj

Sp

brinistone t

83000

vailey

lgon



www.manaraa.com

babletablebabieprollerprollr

38

A good illustration ofq thefhef possibilitiespossfoss inbilitieswilitiesbili theties
field of leather manufacturing during thithisthl period is given

in the experiences of richard EB margetts he tells how in
1863 he went to a tanner to get somesoine work done for a man who

was working for himhirahirn he offered to pay the tanner for his
work by doing some work for him in his blacksmith shopshops butbat

the tanner flatly refused margetts saidsaidysald this rather
nettled meymevmes and that same day I1 made up my mind to start a

tannery myself within two months he had a tanning busi-

ness he became so busy and the business became so lucrative
that he closed his blacksmith shop and went to tanning full
time however eight years later in 1871 he had to work

out of the tanning business because of the scarcity of tan
22ning materialmaterials

brigham young summarized this time in an address
given in aprils 1869

we will get some more of them people who were
going out of business because of the then church
sponsored cooperative movement to gathering up
hides and making them into leatherleatheryleathersieather and manufacturing
that leather into boots and shoesshoesishoesm this willviii be far
more profitable than letting hundreds aridandarld thousands
of hides go to waste as they have done 23

222Eee WW tullidge puquaa 7 cerlyterlyr maqazinejteariyriy magazgas ine 9 I1 salt lake
city 18681868p ppo 2112110

23feramorz Y fox cooperation among thetha Mormormonemons
unpublished manuscript found in the church historianslibrary in salt lake city ufcahUI pah 23230
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chapter 5

FROM THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD TO 1884

the coming of the railroad brought change to the
tanning industry however the change in utah was a

little less drastic than in the other western states
because the action program of the church met the challenge

of eastern competitive capitalism

the school of the prophetsprophetspprophet before mentioned estab-
lished locally owned cooperatives george Q cannoncannons

counselor to brigham youngyoungs 9 felcfeltfeic that the church needed to

take this necessary step to create new industries homeslhomehomasehome

2manufactures must be extensively and persistently pursued tv

the church felt that cultivating landlang tending flocks and
3developing local industries produced contented societies

one significant factor emphasized by these leaders
was that the measures they were adopting were intended

for the welfare of the people in the great basin rather than
4for profit

hdwardedward W tullidge capital and laborlabov and to our
home Manufacturermanufacturersmanufacturerspit gffgagag 9 ill11lle l881881868p apoppoppap 7878p 90

2 ibid p 90

ahjilo Y 1870
4brxqham young sermon in journal storj y october 6

1850 and octoberoctober 89 185518550
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7ardenbarden bealbeatbeai 01olsenpolsengsen the historyhistorv of mormon merchantileMerchan
cooperation tile

in utah unpublished phd dissertation univer-
sity of californiaCaliforni berkeley 1935 ppeppa 130133130 133133i
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the brighambraghwbrathw city cooperative begunbegan in 1864 and the

lohllohilehilehl cooperative became the models for the other coopera-

tives throughout the territoryterritonferriton in brighambriahabriahna city the
tannery supervised by mrMI hillamkillam had been a great success

and at times it was able to export leather to saibsaltaltsailaihaib lake
5city for imported merchandise lorenzo snowsnows the leader

of the whole community reported thattthatthaut

last yearyeary and year before we disposed of consider-
able leather to zions cooperativeoperativeco at salt lake city
this year 1874318741 we manufactured but little more than
we required for our own consumptionconsumotionp owing in part to
the extravagant prices paid for hides by exportersexport anderss
in part to the difficulties we experienced in commanding
sufficient cash to carrycerry on our different branches of
homehornehornahonna manufactures several of them new in their infancyinfaninsan
and

cys
not fully developed for the reason as above stated 9

our tannery at present is working scarcely half its
capacity hence our profits in this department are small
and we continue it for the accommodation ofol01 the people
rather than for its profits limiting its operations tillimestimes4 and circumstances become more favorable we pro-
duce annually over eight thotisandthousandthotis dollarsand worth of bootscoots
and shoes whichshich are used by the people of this city and
vicinity 6

there were approximately 150 cooperatives begun after
71869 the tanning industry was given great impetus because

it was one of the activities participated in by each coope-

rative each cooperative was to take its surpluses and
8use them in founding tanneriescanneriestann Aseries for the financial

successful cooperation e salt lake heraidald ji

october 25 1876

kahekate B carter our pioneer heritageher4hera saltjltaqe lake
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lyalypiya and good
results have arisen from it its progress has required
much laborlabors care and watchfulness we have had new
unexpected ground to tread on from the beginning andwidmid
eastern manufacturers to compete with9

the backing given to the outlyingouti cooperativesying came

from the parent organization in salt lake city called
zions cooperative and mercantile institution or ZCMI

the directors of ZCMI wanted to enhance industrial coopera-

tion and so began to use these profits to help develop home

manufacturing the tanning industry was brought out of a

slump and given financial backing by this move fromlerom ZCMI

many of the directors of the ZCMIZCINII were also directors of the

deseret tanning and manufacturing company which was organized

9
A nicholas to edward hunter letter in the church

historians office in salt lake city utah april 20 18741874i
aa9a

41

resultsre theresuitssults were somesomiagomegoma losselosses but theytohey were justified by

such explanations as the following report of bishop A

nicholas to edward hunter the presiding bishop of the

church in april 20 1874

when any particular department is found riotnotnoc totx paypayi
it is not therefore abandoned butbat turned to good account

our woodjrwooljrwoo11 hides and other raw materials have been
turned into manufactured goods such as families chiefly
require and a market was opened at our doors among
ourselves which has greatly lessened importations from
foreign markets it has opened steady employment for
the masses of people some who are delicate in health
or crippled who under other circumstances would be
utterly unable to earn their living here they can be
useful and become as independent as anybody else public
improvements navehave been promoted while the people have
been enabled to obtain clothing boots and shoes and
dress in quite good style in some other way than by
paying money or valuable farm produce for the same and
chances are equalized for alleallalieaileailali cooperation has produced
satisfaction and good feeling generallygeneral
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facftccuringturing and shoe and bootboat zaanufacturingnanu departmentdepart ofment ZCMI

reported that some gains had been made and that the quality
of the leather was markedly improvedprovediwin the tannery was kept
going by ZCMI A report by ec S eldredge superintendent

at that time stated why ZCMI kept the tannerytannerystannershantan ournerys tannery

although prudently managedmanacedmanacek has not been so lucrative as weve

could have desired but it has held its own furnishing

original incorporation papers located in the
utah state capitol archives

ibid
12original minute book of ZCMI in the vault at ZCMI

inin salt lake city utah book C p 11

ibid book C ppap 262726 27

loio

mainmaln

facfec turing company the deseret tanning company was

willing to sellseliseii their stockkock amount for 61700 their
liabilities amounted to 49724 seven months later W hokm

rowe who took over the superintendency of the leather man-

ufacturing

armstroiarmstrog 4gj I1 saacesaac

brockbank lewis G hills william C SfStainbalnescainesbainesessesp john harrdarkmarx

thomas griggs and elijah F sheets
ZCMI handled the leather manufactured by the deseret

12tanning and manufacturing company consequently on

february 10 1879 directors of ZCMI discussed the feasi-
bility of consolidating with the Deseredeseret tanning and man-

ufacturing

42

february 18 1870 this organisationorganization beganbeaanbeagan manmtn a capital
stock of 20000 the mainmaln participants verewereweresveresveret feramorz

little R P burton williamilliaamwilliaam jennings johnjoinjoljoi sharpssharpy J
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joajol taylortaylorptaylora then president of0155 the church

said that thevthe quality of the leather now produced isLs in
every respect first class superior in fact to much of the
imported article l1

in 18871887p however the tannertannery sustainedsustained a loss
this vaswas not the whole picture because the department that
depended upon the tannery was making money and employing many

people
A 110000 factory wasvas constructed in 188718881887

permitting
1888

increase in output to 500 pairs of boots and
shoes dailydaliy or more than 160000 pairs annually with
an average employed of 180 hands all of the sole
leather and half of the uppers used in this manufacture
were made at the zcm1 tannery the tannery and boobboot and
shoe factory were still being operated at capacity at
the burnturnburn of the century 16

from the beginning of cooperativecooperatives the whole state
was having a variety of success and failure in the tanning

industry an overall state survey of statistics gives an

indication of the condition of the leather industry
1872 hides lbs 6258

iioilo
permlperal

43

employment to a number ofol01 hands and hashaa been of great

benefit to the community sw34 the vearyear 1832 brought a profit
of 1400 to the tannery A profit of 2910 was reported

in july 1883 john

425 26596
pelts ibslbs 8000 50 ss 400040000

187318731 hides lbsibs 7500 425 s 31875
pelts ibslbs 9600

in

classsuperior
15

110 ooootooo9000
tting
da liy

in

in

indus tryt

s50

leather3500
18731 leatherleather50000500050000

14 ibidibidp book C p 56 ibid p 58

arrington great basin kingdom ppap 308309308 309

pe 569 15abidesibides 58a
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26002060023600

citescttytcitys
herald printing and publishing co p 1884 ppe 111114111iiilii

bentham17Beriberl

114

fabiantham resources of utahsutahjiutahp with statistics
of progress for 187218720 salt lake cityscityi stevens and company
1874p I11

ibid18 19ibidiblibid 19abideibide

oodenoaden and salsai lakesaltsait lakelare 7

11

puipul lishing

44

1872s booksboots and shoschos 50000501000
187318731 jl7boots and shoes h25001 f

boobsboots and shoes show a decrease bybv 17 percent but leather
shows an increase of 43 percent in 1873 both hides and

0pelts were increased 20 percent over 1872 in the year

1875 the logan and provoprove areas reported eighteen tanneries
19valued at 42p19042i190 table 2 is a breakdown of the value of

the production and capital on hand

table 2

value of manufacturers and products

boots leather leather
and shoes curried tanned

number of
establishments 20

capital 70000700000

workers

13000

male

24500240500

185 6
female

15
38

child 75

wages 63822630822

value of materials 132456

value

28412280412283412

of
17424170424173424

product 41514410514199479 2877628

2

robert

776

2
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mormgnsmormontsmormansmormonti new york college university press 19363
P 53

ibid p 54
22feramorz Y fox cooperation1tooperation among the mormonsmormonst0cormonsMor

unpublished
mons

manuscript in thetheaA church historians officeofficepoffices
salt lake city utah

edpeda although they all did suffer great

setbacksset andbacks many of them languished

universeuniversitty

45

saint george an outlying coiramurialtycokmumity was suffering

from financial difficulties because its competition in the

tanning industry was greater scrub horses werevere suggested

as a source for hides to be tanned the oil to be preserved

from them and their bones used for buttons small bushes

of oak were to be pounded up for tanning purposes and after
the bark had been stripped the poles were to be hauled

away for use and not leftlef to waste the shortage of

leather was so acute that the people verexrerewerefrere urged for health

purposes to say nothing of economyeconom toyp use woodenbottomedwooden

20

bottomed

shoes to brigham young told the people that they could
21save 10000 to 15000 per annum by doing this

it has been said that the advent of the railroad

resulted in the suspension of all the tanneries in utah
22and played havoc with the leather industries generally

this is only partly true all of the tanneries in utah

were not suspendedsuspend

edward WT alienallenailen thetjeatje second unjtedunitedunited
the

order amangam2ng

diff iculties

t

20

21 ibidop pe 540

in

Mormonasmonts Universi
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lazskjlkz blue
A

waters
vaileyvallexI1provo utahutahn brigham young universitylhttvestfcy press 196377

ppe 1231230

ativeactive movement

as it affected the leather industry revealed how that

industry was given some new lifeilfe there werevere other

isolated instances in which the tanning industry did

not languish completely at this timetine some of the small

coopsco madeops significant strides in leatherleathersieather even export-

ing some of cheirtheirtheicheichel productL paris idaho a town associ-

ated with the great basinsbasingdasingdasins saw the problem coming and in

1877 effected an amalgamation with the tannerytaiataiitara andmerynery the

coopco theyop realized that leather could not be produced

on a small scale to compete with the outside market and

so they saw to it that they manufactured their own leather

into boots and shoes which became a lucrative enterprise

it was claimed that their leather was as good as any in
3utah

signifsignia icanticart

enterprenterer lse

46

the evidence of ZCMI and the cooperative

in 1879 paris still had the tannery going and

they did a business of 6500 in boots and shoes and

2430900 in manufactured leather competition from the

railroad caused the tannery to be the first to go oubout of

business

9
desere news 9 august 110 187718776

fox24 pfoxa 29

25russell ro richrichyrichs lanland ofd g f the
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iangelenge
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ordervilleordervilletdervilleOr ubahutah took up thetibe challengecha 0lange produc-

ing leather in 1876 and later in 1874 bhethe people of order

ville took stock in a tannery at kariamkanabkariab in 1876 they set up

their own tanbarktan millbark and they also established a tannery

which was run by samuel mulliner who had had much experience

in the tanning business in salt lake city in spite of

setbacks a0 new building was finally finished in 1877 and

used for several years this department of the united order

of ordervilledervilleOr was able to produce good quality leather and

to make that industry profitable the shoe factory and

harness shop depended upon the leather tanned there in

1879 the tannery produced enough leather for 702 pairs of
a

shoes and fifteen pairs of boots the excess of leatherieatherleatherieatherleaiea
goods

lher

and other products were sold by the ordervilledervilleOr

community in southern utah communities to help build a

capital fund with which the immunitycommunitymmunity could buy additional
27land and equipment

in salt lake city various wards took up tanneries as

an enterprise in cooperation with the cooperative and united
Q

order movement the fifteenth ward had a going concern

c
leonard arrington orderville110rdervillepdervilleOr utahs experiment

in economic organizationorganizationto loganloganto utahs utah state agricul-
ture college 1954 vol iino 2 p iai2

27arring ton greagreat t basin akikkiI1 aomaaomxkjncidom p 334

ibid p 3293290

n

in

fin lshedlashed

26

m

enterprl se
28

26

1954p 11 no ps 120

arrington
28 ibidov po

orderviLlet

lino

ther



www.manaraa.com

I1

agoage

edpeda is expected
daily this is probably the only lot of bark it will be
necessary to order from abroad it has beenbeem discovered
that sufficientsufficien can be obtained locally to meet the
demand besides supplying aca laroelargerlarae proportion of the
leather in the territory it willwiliwiil also render unneces-
sary the importation of hair for plateringplattringplat purposesering
the president of the establishment sees no reason for
supposing otherwise than that the tannery will be a
paying concern it will labor under some advantages
in competingcomo witheting importationimportalionsimportationspimportations butsp these are more than
balanced by advantages on the side ofol01 the home article
the hides are here in abundanceabundances whereas they are

29edward W hunterhunters faithful steward salt lake city
utahs publishers press 1970 p 188

ap9p 1877187721.8772 it was recorded in the journal
history that bishop hunter had established a skin dressing

establishment for the manipulation of sheep and calf skins

in the nineteenth ward robert and charles morrismorriss who verewere

brothersbrother were put in charge of the annerytannerytz by september

lothloch of that year the workers were able to exhibit some

ladies

48

and the nineteenth ward gave tanning specialspec emphasis

bishop edward huntershunter presiding bishop of the churchyChur didclip

not forget the banningtanningvanrijtanrij tradeng that he had learned so well in

his youth on march 9

shoes made of calf skin that were beautiful to the
eye soft and pliable and will likely outwear any importedim

29
sortedoorted

leather of the samesaine kind the advertisements of the uses

and intents of the tannery were recorded in the deseret newsnewa

weekly

the tannery the newnev tannery in the 19th39th ward is
one of the most trim aridandarld neat manufacturing establish-
ments in the west the peculiar aptitude of the
Presidenpresident mayermayor little for giving attention to details
is well known the effects of his directing mind are
seen everywhere in and about the cannerytanneryetanneryhanntann theerye engine
bark grindergrinderobrindero and other machinery are all up and ready
to be put in operation A large quantity of hides are
sjc in an advanced shagestagestace of preparation forror puttingpatting

into the tanning liquid and a car load of barkbarksbarrbarrsbarry ordered
from california which has been delaydelayed

AVO al9 3
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shipped from his territoryterri4terria at a profit to manufa-
cturers abroad and returnedt here in manufactured condi-
tion involving a large expensezpense for freight both vaysways
to the distant tanner this should be sufficient in
favor of the home producer to offset advantagesadvantaqes in other
directions on the opposite side

the new tannery establishment has on hand andcandend ready
a large quantity of hilesjrhidesjrh which4desp have mostly been pro-
cured through mr H B clawson who is authorized to
purchase for the company

the dedicatory services of this tannery were also recorded

in the deseret news weeklesweeklygweeklxs

dedication services on saturday afternoon the
board of directors of the deseret tanning and manufa-
cturing company met at the new tannery building in the
l9th19thlath ward president john taylor presiding bishop
edward hunter his counselor L W hardy and hon
william jennings were also present

the object of the meeting was to dedicate the
building and company in accordance with the custom
among the latterdaylatter saintssaignsailnday onolnCs such occasions the
dedicatory prayer was offered by president john taylor
the tannery is now runningrunnin thegp machinery being all in
excellent trim and some of the product of the estab-
lishment will be upon the market arat the earliestearliesl
practical date

with these encouragements the leather industry con

linuedtinued to be a factor in the economic life of the territory
of utah finallyFinall howeverhowehove pressuresverp of persecution

inflicted by the government on the church during the early
1880 a caused most of the smaller coopsco toops collapse or

32be transferred to individuallyownedindividually enterprisesowned the

of J W summerhays andauld company is clear as to the ben-
efits of business he had and offered to the publicpublics

deseret news weeklywe2jl march 13 1878

deseret newgnewsneag weeklyheerlynegkeg march11yo 27 1878 p 124
32john taylor letter of first presidency april 11

1882
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innintimnmense

indusindustl y ofoll011oiloiioli the territory
and the most prominent house engaged in this line is
hatthat of J W summerhays & co the partners are J W

summerhayssummerhaysn R morris and W H rowe who established
the business in 1883 their office and warehouse is
situated at 45 and 47 south third west street and is
70 x 90 feet inln size hereliereflere is stored an immenseintmense number
of hideshideso

tedved

coscot

ionlon
conrconwt1ete in

thithl

ftpway

tieteteete

changibhangi
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an enterprise of special interest to the people of
utahs and one that will be of value to learn something
aboutabouts is the hide andind wool industry

furs skins and wool which are shipped to
all parts of the united states the skins and hides are
brought in from utah tdahoidahoyidavoyTd oregonyoreconpregonyfreconaho montana and nevada
and are turned into the tannery operated here by this
companycompa whichnyp is the largestlaroestrqest in utah this was first
established by bishop hunterhanter and has sincasince come into
the possession of the present companycom the

f
nany tannery isvery complete in all its details and equipmentsequipment the

process of tanning is very interestincinteresterestinginterestingcrestingin and we regret
that want of spacespaceerace forbids going into detailed descrip-
tion of the methods of makingmaring leather some idea of the
extent of this establishment may beben gained from the fact
that duringdaringdarlng 188968896.889 there were 110000 sheep skins alone
tanned by this company whose business is steadily on
the increaseincreases and whose resources are ample to meet all
demands made upon it its policy entitles it to the
consideration of the trade who will find assured advant-
ages in dealing hereherce 33

some statistics of this time show that although

changing organizational structure affected the banningtanningtamlingcanning

industry it did notriot cause it to be completely abandoned

also the fact that tanning materials were quite exten-
sively imported still did not nullify the need for a

umbernumber of tanneries in utah bancroftbancrofbancroft a wellknownweilwellweli knownmanown his-
torian saw the great drawback of the leather industry as

laciclacle of native tanning materialterialaerial but in 1883 there were

twentyfivetwenty tanneriesfive still inlrilwi operation which

33trade commission publishing co descriptive
review of industries in salt lake city utahutahs pt 65ps

Q

650
834H howe bancroftbancroftpBancro history of utah salt lake

city utachtubahtutaht bookcraft 1964 p 733
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espess of0 which

the manufacture amounts to not less than 150000 was almost

entirely imported

the church made a last effort to save the home

tanning industry in part of a conference held may 20 1881

by the zionts board of trader in which leather was consid-

ered as one of the home industries needing encouragement

this churchsponsored program subsidized scores of home

industries which included the manufacturing of leather in
00tanning and making boots shoes and other leather products

but the zions board of trade was discontinued and little
effort on the part of the church was expended for the tan-

ning industry after that
in conclusionconclusionpconclusions nels andersonandersen reviewed the circum-

stances that kept the tanning as well as ocherother smallsmail

industries alive by saying that it was because the church

had this extensive mercantile system that smallsmail indu-
stries dared to begin except for a few woolen mills

ibid ppe 733 ibid ppo 734
37arri6ngtonyarnngfcon great

51

produced 2500002509000 worth ofol01 ieatherleather products in com-

parison with thisthiss therehere11 were 200 carloads of hides and pelts
shipped to eastern states sufficientsufsus tof supplyicientscient almost the

35entire demand of utah for leather productsproduct the leatherieatherlealeatherieatheriea
used

lher
for harness and saddlerysaddlersaddier trunks and vailsvalisesvalisespvalisvailevalitesvalivallvaileesses

parison

basin kingdom p 345

ibid p 355
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52

which later turneturned to special productsprod mostactaacts of these
39small industries were abandonedabandori

o0
nelsnetsneis andersonandersenandersonsAnder deseretsonssont saints chicagosChi universitycagos

of chicago press 1942 p 366
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chapter 6

THE TANNING INDUSTRYINDUSTRX FROM 1884 TO 1973

the tanning industry was no longer a part of the
1 temporaltemporal1temporali kingdom1 in the great basin after the demise of the

zions board of trade A few individuals continued their
tanneriesstanneriesytanne howeverriessriesy the church concerns were sold or went

out of business the boot and shoe part of the tanning

industry got most of its leather from imports the feeling

of oneorleorie writer was that had it not been for the operativecooperativeco

movement the leather manufacturing industries would have
2succumbed to outside competition long before 1884

the frontier had ended and the task of living vithwith

eastern competition took on a new immediacy there vaswas

still establishment of new settlementsettlements but no longer were

churchencouragedchurch tanningencouraged enterprises emphasized in 1884

there were eighteen tanneriestannerietangerie in existence having cash value
3of 42 190igo in 1886 an explanation of the needs of new

arthur stayner in the galtsaltsaitstait lake herald december 25
18 87 5 deseret evening nevssneysneass february 441 1889

22foxfox 9.9
at9t cooperation among the Mormormonemonsmone pll11 28280

bobertrobertroberc W sloansloans ededt utah gazetteergaze 1838843.884iteerv 84 salt
layselakelayce city herald printing and publishingPubliski companyCompaing 1884nypnys
p 51

53
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tystyl

54
4settlerssettlers included a shoe and lootboot maker and repairer

in 1887 however statistics of the leather industry

revealed that 500000 pounds of sheep pelts worth 60000
were exported from utahutahs along withwilhvlahviahviawilvla 500000h pounds of hides

valued at 50000 fewer5 hides were processed in utah

the few concerns here consumed 50000 pounds of sheep skinslotin

per year in manufacturemanufactures and the tanneries used about 300000

pounds of hides per year

however there was another tannery started in provo

by mr N C rasmussen who had served his apprenticeship in
denmark it was located two blocks west of bpbpeape tanners
grist mill 99 the vats were in place in the month of october
1887 and hides had been placed in the lime vats for hair
removal it was reported that twentyfourtwenty hideskidesfour and ten

calves skins went through the tanning process in one vat of
liquor mr rasmussen started out on a small scale and hoped

to grow if he could procure the needed capital his comment

was that he found it difficult to have to import bark for
tanningtann butings that the cheapness of the hides in utah com-

pensated for the cost of importation

4feramorz Y fox the mormon system of colonization tt

reprint from the deseret news of saturday july 28 1928
this is now located in the church historians office in salt
lake city utah

messages and documents of the interior deparfcmentyartmentpD

volvoi
artmen

I1
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18878818878801887 880volgvolo ppo88Is 902

he utah indu striaust provo utachtutaht the utah
industrialistindustrial company i887n p 1291290
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I1uppersupper twenty hentsicentsicentsp and hairhair four and a half cents 0

tanning materials were available and not extremely expensive

the salina tanner reported that he would give 7 to 8 a cord
9for good red pine bark

halhai r

blontslonts

55

also in 1877 a mr W 11 young originally of
ephraim sanpete county but now who lived in provoprove was

traveling around utah in the interest of establishing tanner

ies through the territory there was even an attempt made

to start a tanners union of somesoine sort his comments were

reported in the utah industrial ishist a business magazine of

the timetimestimet
now is the time to start up the business as hides

pelts etcaetc9etcy are cheapcheapycheady and bark is handy and if tanners
and currierscarrierscurri woulders make a determined push in this direc-
tion there would be no trouble in furnishing all the
leather needed for hoinehome use but it is workvork not wind
which must be used7

liehelleile went on to report that there were established branch

tanneries at provorprovosiprevorPro ogdenogdenavotivosi and spring city sanpeteSan aspete well

as one starting at salina fieheilelle felt that richfieldrichfield and glen-

wood would be good places to establish tanneriescanneriestann someeries of

the prices of leather wouldguldquid be of interest to the historian
and they aresaret

calf skins 9 eightyfiveeighty centsfive per pounds sole
ieatherleatherleacherleaiea 9therp twentyfivetwenty centsfive per pound kipkipskipp fifty
cents horse hidehideshideg twentytwotwenty centstwo perpee square feet

there seemsseams to have been a push to

establish this tanners union in utah every town in the

territory was once again encouraged to establish a tanning

business hemlock bark extract was the chief import at thisthiethle

bid p 2492490 bid8lbidp ppe 249
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this industry gives employment to 350 persons in
various parts of the territory by far the largest
concerns being in salt lake citypcityji where 2 factories
alone employ 200 hands and turn out excellent goods
to the amount of 250000

one of these factories is the largest west of
chicago the goods are sold in idahoidahoi montana
wyoming and colorado as well as in utah the
number of pairs annually produced in the territory
is estimated at 200000 valued at 350000 13

ibid
ibid p 8928920

ibidibias p 8938930

ibid11ibid0 pps 9029020

quanticquantit
56

time and was available in such quantities as to encourage

the tanners in the territory
most of the tanned sheepskinsheep isskin exported some

30000 pounds of excellent flint deerhidedeer andhide 15000l5j00015.000
pounds of buckskin are also exported furs such as
muskrat volfvolff beaverbeavers mink fox bear badger lynx
wildcat and otter are shipped in quantities whose
aggregate value is 25000 11

A year later the interior department reported that of the few

tanneries in utah the largest were in salt lake city and that
they employed fifteen hands and produced nearlyneatlyneanneat 75000ly worth

of leather annually chiefly sole leather for use in the shoe

factories of the territory they reported the tanneries at
having turned out 180 sides per weekweer which required the

importation of 500 cords of california oak bark it was

reported that only the want of native bark prevents tanning
12being a large industry in our midstmids4

the boot and shoe part of the leather industry

reportreported
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acatcacanaignenaignecasaignedaigne that contained a high percentage
14of tannic acid in 1893 mr stayner wrote to the first

presidency seeking their financial help for the production

of canaignecasaignecana inigne utah he had heard that ZCMI had closed down

their tannery and he wanted to revive the leather industry
once again he claimed that it would save the territory a

million dollars and employ 100001000 workers the board of

directors of ZCMI had declined to offerof3fez himhirmhilm any financial
assistance but had encouraged him to do allailali he could to see

if it would work the church replied to staynercaynertaynerSf that they

were unable to help in vierviewvlesvies ofie the financially crampedazmpedcluciu

condition of the church 3 it seemsseats that the church

was no longer able to try to finance industrial ventures
or agricultural concerns the letter stated that the

church was involved in other matters of interest to the

people M they encouraged stayner but not with money

14letter of arthur stayner to the first presidency
of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday
september 21 1893

letter of first presidency may 21 1895 ibid

57

it seems that the canninotanninglanningcanning part of the leatherieatherdealtlealt indus-

try
her

was being pushed out of business by imports to the boot

and shoe part of the leather industryindus whichtryp continued to

flourish after 18881888e

the statementsstatement only the want of native baric prevents

tanning being a large industry in our midsts openses this
study to a small effort on the part of one arthur stayner

to enlist the help of the church to introduce into utah
a plant called cana igne

af herter
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duringdaring thisth timeame there were some new tanningtauningmauning concerns

beginning the sts4sa george tanning and manufacturing company

was incorporated on december 26 1895 one of the articles
in cheirtheir incorporation papers stated that

THIRDS the obiectobjectobtect business and pursuit of the
corporation shall be to establish and carry on in st
georgegeorget washington county utah territory and at such
other places as may be determined by the board of
directors the business of tanningtanninajannina manufacturing of
leather and leather goods oils soapsoapy dealing in
livestock and slaughtering and disposing of the same

they planned to be in business for a period of fifty years

this would bring this business if continued up to 1940 one

factor in favor of its survival was its nearness to califor
niawherenia tanningwhere materials could be imported cheaply no

record of their survival or demisedernise has been found to date
As has been mentioned in chapter 4 9 the summerhays

tannery in salt lake was a paying concern which continued to

produce for a number of years this enterprise has since
gone out of business

frank roux company from california incorporated and

began business in 1903 under the direction of virgil shaw of

saltsallsaitsailsaih lake city the second purpose of the company deals with

much in the tanning industry as well as other related
products

that the purpose forzorafzf whichor it is formed are to
conduct and carry on a general hide and leather business
to buy and sell all kinds of ieatherleatherleathersleaiea hidesihidesphidekitherstherp tallow
sheep skins skins and furs of all kindekindsrinde at either retail
or wholesalerwholesale alsoaisoalsos to pull wool to tan or aw hides

incorporation papers located in the utah state
archives in salt lake city utah

Is E

tann ing

decebiberxiber 26p

i

17

fif ty

concerepcernp conainutinued

s

california

17

tauning

tannina

eeor



www.manaraa.com

thithl

teinei iorbior

canntann

an1n

shatelstatel

59

and steins forfotfoc salesalepsaiesales or herwiseotherwiseberwise to manufacture
ieatherleatherleathersleath anderserv leather articles of all kindslindsrinds and character
and to sell the same to5 buy sell leasesleaser tradestrade mort-
gage or hypofchecitehynothecitey manufacture and deal in all kinds
of machinerymachi toolspfcoolsnerys barkrb tanninga materialsateriais2r and all
other articles and thingstchingsschings proner or0 useful in a general
hidehides leather or tanning business

sdins ot

p

r
taranlinq 0 0

1

in 1904 this narnename was changed to union hide and wool company

their place of establishment maymav be seen north of salt lake
city today 1973 however they aceare no longer in business

in the 1900 census of thettieatie interior department there
were four leather tanning establishments reported three of

19these industries were incorporatedincozporated

manufacturing of leather definitely declined from

1887 on like some other manufacturing concerns it started
to stagnate the church began to turn its investments to

20education and industry was left to seek its own level
in 1934 there was somesortie interest shown in the

revival of the leather industry in a summary report made

by D C houston on july 26 1934 the following findings are

instructive in regard to the history of the leather industry
in utah it was reported that there were eighteen users of

leather in the state one tannertanners and one experimental

118jrarticlesArtlarti ofclescies incorporation of the frankotfrankfranr rouxroumroam
company located in the utah state archives in salt lake
city utahutahs p 1

19 interior departmentdepart 12thni censusent of industries
19001960 p 548

20arrington theriptheriptoe industrial structure of the mountain
westwestt tv p 22
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organization that bannedtanned ietterletterietletleb thisuektek report dealudealtde directlya
21

16t

with the tanner and the experimental organization it was

found that very little tanning was being done within the

state except for a few deer hides and hides with fur on for
wearing apparel and floor mats the states exporting into

utah were reported astasiass pennsylvania virginiavirgini illinois
22and california san francisco area it was soundsfounds however

that an abundant supply of good hides was still available in

utah the following table for 1933 which excluded smallerallersmaileralierailersin

packing plants gives some indication of the quantity of
23hides availableavail

per
abiesables

year per month

cattle hides 39966 333039330

calf

121

skins
2

6042 503

sheep skins 60542600542 50455

the

045

analysis further revealed that as only 241 hides
and seventyfiveseventy sheepfive skins per month were in demand the
tanners could concentrate on the highest possible grade

24leather good hides taken off the animals by packers

or professional men using the best tools are those that are

free from brands and barb wirevire cuts

the report added that local tanneries would work to

the advantage of the shatestateshahe making it unnecessary to

ship out agreengreentgreen hides and ship back finished hides thus

21
D C houston investigator A preliminarypreiminarypreliminary survey

of the economic possibility of tanning hides and skins in
utah july 26 1934 report located in the utah state
historical society in salt lake city utah
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la

39 v966
1

2

in

221bide
in

231bid 241bid

experiment-al

tgreen

Preiminaryprel



www.manaraa.com

61

saving freight costs both wayaway&wayghayg this would result in a

savingssavinqssavinis of 100 per hide in favor of a local tannery

the local source of tanning material chatthatthal hadu been1 a

sore spot for the leather industry fromfroin the early days was

approached by suggesting chethethemthek possibility of local tanning

material chethe author gives no evidence what this material
might be but canaignecasaignecana rootoroofcfootoigne could have been one possibility
lime and mineral oil were available from local manufacturers

at that time

the reports conclusion was that there was sufficient
evidence to favor establishment of the tanninganning industry

25again in utah

in an interview with J 0 read of ogden mr houston

found that there was a tanner running a tannery there that
oj

had made good leather and furs his opinion was not favor-

able because of the poor quality of the hides of western

cattle he pointed out that at that time the shoe repair
industry in utah did not want westernwestera leather atlitlih that time

leather obtained from south nericaamericaAr was used for fine saddle

workworkyworksvork and ieatherleatherleathe from san fracisco was used for regular
27leather work

the natural development association did some tanning

ibid p 2
A
interview with J Q read managerManag J C read and

brotherspbrothersybrotherlyBroBrother saddlethersysp and harness makers and distributors at ogden
by D 0 houstonHousto july 12 1934 report located in the utah
state historical society files
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located in the utah state historical society files
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on an experimental basis from november 1 19343p1933j to march 1515915.9

1934293412.934119341 until they ran outoat ofor funds they found that finished

leather cost them aboutaboul 70470 per pound and that eastern tan

neriesceries could sellseiiseil equivalent leather to people in utah for
504500 to 604600 per pound they were unsuccessfulsuccessfultan but stillsti
positive

11

that tanneries could be a paying concern if a local
QQ

tannery could get locally prepared tanning materials
in julepjulyyjulyp 1934 a mr morrismorrie marks of the salt lake

leather findings company said that there were no tanneries
OQ

in utah he claimed that the problem was lack of water

for approximately fourteen years there seems to have

been little done in the leather industry as far as tanning

leatherileatherieather was concerned the shoe and boot manufacturers

continued to increase but imports from pennsylvania virginia
and other places seem to have been their sources for leather

in 19481943 harold B lee then director of the general

church welfare committee of the church of jesus christ of

latterdaylatter saintsday called lowell fox into hisMS office and

appointed him to establish a tannery for the churchchurcheCh thisurcho

was part of the welfare program then getting encouragement

in part because of the experiences of the depression
mr arrington the present church historian has said that
only since the depression of the thirties has the coopera-

tive approach reasserted itself in the promotion by the

p
D C houston p 7

interview by dado C houston t morris marks of salt
lake leather and finding companyCompa

amber
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mryr fox6 was30 instructed to leamlearnleab the art of

tanningtanantarAn whichinq had been lost in the churchchurchy accordingac to4cordina mr
31lee on february 24 194829482.948 a tannery vaswas begun by the

church under the directionrection of mrmarmac fox when mre fox got this
managementman jobaaement in the thenbeginningthen tannerybeginning he was told by

harold B lee that the tanning art was almost lost and that
he lowell foxy was to learn it starting such a sinessbusinesshusinesshuskiness

without experience presented a challenge to mr fox butbat he

stayed with it and was successful in keeping the business
going mr fox mentioned that the tanning industry is a

difficult industryJ to retain profit in as it is very comp-

etitive

29481948

inalna

weeksweers

63

churchcharchhurchC of0 communityae1e hospitalscomimt welfare farmsfatfalrat andannmnn welfareWe

industries
X fareV 10Y J

indus 4 riesrles

other states have the advantage j just as in the

1869s and later the building was located at 464 south 4thath
west in salt lake citycityj utah and was runranxun by lowell fox until
1965 mr fox then purchased this churchownedchurch businessowned and

moved it to 187318713 west cudahy lane in north salt lake where

the business is presently in operation

this tannerytam processesleryiery from 20011200 to 1000100011.0001 cow hides
per day and ships to locations all over the united states and

canada the main buyers are latigo chap dealers for saddle

the business empire of the mormon churchchuachui in 1957
is described in change comes to zions eipireemlpirebipireEi pire business
weekweer f november 23y 1957y ppap 108116108 and116 mormon Merchantmerchants
therhe

le

wall street journal december 20200 1956

personal interview of lowell fox by the writer
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lyslyp and the hides
returned to the lime solution this had not been done
over the holiday however the change was never made on
sundays and we had never found spoiled hides on monday
morning that could not be the trouble there seemed
to be no reason for the spoiled hides 34

he went on to explain that they wrote to the technical

institute in new york for advice but received nothing new

32see index for step by step process of leather
tanning in this annerytannery4

33personal interview of lowell fox by the writer
april 13 197319730

34horne buibulbuilders1 lessonsders lessons for bluebirds salt lake
city s general board of

64
32makers and chap garmentgar peopleellentrilent whenuhen mr fox was askedaski

what

ed

the future of tanning in utah would be he replied that
there was no end to the tanning industry if they could keep

up with the hide priceprices he also claimed that the tanning

part of the leather industry was the oldest in the world as
33godtlgod made coats of skins for adam and eve another

interesting sidelight on this church sponsored industry is
mr J lowell fox claim that a miracle took place in

this tannery every weekend while it was owned by tilethetiietlle

church
we have experienced many blessings at our welfare

tannery let me tell you of a miracle which happens
every weekend it was brought to our attention the day
following our firstirstarst holidayhollday at this time it was not
recognized as a miracle upon returning to the tannery
after the holiday the hides being processed were spoiled
and we wondered what caused it A careful check was made
to seesec if these hides had been handled in a different way
they had been washed cleanedclean cutedv and placed into large
vats filled with lime water where they were to stay for
four days on regular work days the hides were removed
from the vats every twelve hours the solution strength-
ened with fresh limey stirred thoroughlythorough

the primaryPrIli associationassocalsocAsnalynaTynalt ofatiollathollsoc the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1957 ppap 13739137 39
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his final analysis was this statements

this brought a strange actfactrachdach to our minds holidays
are manmademan andmade on thesethesthesa days just as on everyevearyeve weekarymry
daydayndays the hides need to have special care every twelve
hourshoursebourse sunday is the day set aside by the lord as a day
of rest and liehelleile makes it possible for us to rest from
our labors as he has commanded the hides at the tannery
never spoil on sundays this is a moderndaymodernmod miracledayrn
a miracle which happens every weekend0weekends

another tannery in utah is owned by val liljenquist
and his father ray liljenquistjenquistLiilil 5241 south 2nd west in salt
lake city the liljenquists are natives of utah having

ancestors who camecainecairecalneca toinelnelre the great basin with the original
pioneering party of brigham youngyoungeyoungo the original li1jenquistliljenquisfcliljenquist
was not a tannentanner however this tannery was started only

three years ago onornown the suggestion of R T warner of england

to valvai liljenquistvalli1jenquist when mr liljenquist was asked whether

he would do it over again he said that he probablydrobabiv would nobnot

it is a very difficult business to get into the two main

needs are capital and knowledge he felt that a person could

get started if he had the capital but that he could not keep

going without the knowledge of the intricate processes of

leather tanning the cost ofolff getting a tannery going in this
day is roughly onehalfone millionhalf dollars the machinery is
very expensivcnexpenstvev the ironing machine alone costing approximately

MOOO1000000 36

when the former general manageimanagermanagedmana mrgeigel ralph colbycolbyicolbye was

35 ibid p 139
36personal interview with val liljenquist may 31 1973

by the writer

sta tezment

f ir nds
e

t

miracle weekend iviIMP0

in

br 4 gham

tannerhowever
suggest ionlon

is

0 thoutphout catewi I1

s

ibidop pe

tezment

ads

aham

3119733.11973 9.9



www.manaraa.com

relrei ieveddeved positdositionlon

66

interviewedInterview he said thatthal the leather industry had a history
37of two years which was when this tannerytan begannerrynetry he saidsaiclsaldhaicl

mr

fv

colby has since been relieved of his position and a mr

bernard nelson is working with mr 4 liljenquist as a technical

assistant at the tannery mr nelson mentioned that this
tannery does about 100 hides perpelpei day and could get up to 300

sp
per day at top capacity this tannery employs from twelve

to twentyfivetwenty peoplefive depending on the volume of businessbushnessbusabusl
they

ness

attain which fluctuatefluctuates thus making the number of

those employed also fluctuate mr liljenquist deals in

sheep hides with the wool still on after tanning this
tannery ships mainly to california for sale of his product

the third tanner in utah has a factory located in

springvilleSpring utahville it is run by frank holley the son of
ben holley the ovnerowner this tannery is located at 1150150J south

main in springvilleSpring itville has been in the possession of the
present owners for three and onehalfone yearsyearsehalf prior to that
it was dormant because its previous owners theodor kavaribavari
and steve roskus had gone broke and it had to be sold for
costs by the government prior to kavaribavari and roskus the
building where the tannery is now located had been a

39cannery and a dairy

37personal interview of ralph colby by the writer
april 13 1973

qq38personal interview of bernard nelson by the writer
may 31 197319730

39personal interview of the writer with clarence
smith an employee at the springvillesprinqvilleSpring tanneryville may 31 1973
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alsalvais upholsterypholsterypu

garmentgarmengarments and suede leather their prices are from 1.60160
per square foot for tooling leather to 1.00100 per pound for
scraps of leather or pieces too small to be used separately

41for any kind of leather job

A very informative article on this tannery by onieta
sumsion of springvillesprinovilleSpring givesville a good picture of the industry

there for the year 1972 there were approximately 1800
deer hides and 200 elk hides tanned there the process

starts with a washingwashino of the hidehidghiag this cleans the hideihidci11idep

restores needed moisture and disinfects it the slushingblushingslu
machine

shing

is used next to remove the fatty tissues this is
not completely effective and a process called sanding must

be used to get the suede reelfeeleelreal to the leather
another factor having to do with the tanning

industry in utah is the new development of a home tanning

kit called U tan it invented in utah by craig larsonlarsomolareon
42this has been on the market for about two years

0
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this tannery produces about 100loo00 hideshiges a week their
top capacity could be 300 sides or about 150 hides per

40veekweek they employ six peoplepeonie in their business they

deal in tooling ieatherleatherleathersleaiea latigotherstherp chapchaochad materialmaterialvmaterimaterials

hides include the whole animalanimalianimagi and sides include
only one half of the animal

41advertising pamphlet printed by springvilleSpring
tanning

ville
inc

42personal interview with mrs craig larsen
april1 1313v 1973 by the author
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conclusion

the modemmodern process of tanning has advanced beyond

the old method of bark tanning A process called chrome

tan is used which cutscats down the process to approximately

thirty days if leather tanned by the chrome process gets

wet it will dry soft if it is kept from drying in heat or

wind 43

the tanning industry is still a factor in the
economic structure of the state of utah it has very little
effectseffect but it offers possibility for expansion from the

evidence of the early days howeverhowehove thereverjverp seems to be a

basis for the claim that it was a strong factoractor in the

economic wellbeingwell ofbeing the great basin kingdom up to about

1884 this industry offered employment for many immigrantsimmigrant

and offered a much needed product for all concerned in the
great basin in factsfact there was no competitive product for
some time leather was needed and the people of the terri-
tory rose to the demand as best they could when economic

factors were not favorable other factors still compensated

for its continuance these other factors wereweresveresvere employment

and pride in caring for oneonee needs rather
than paying exorbitant prices for goods from other areas

interview of lowell fox by the writerwriters april 13
197319730
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chapherchapter 7

SUMMARY AND conclusionsCLUSIONSCON

SUMMARY

beginnings

the leather industry of utahubah had its beginnings with

people fromsrom europe and the eastern united statesstaes who brought

both experience and tools to the pioneers who brouilbrouglitbrouglbrou themglit

to utah
the desire for selfsufficiencyself wassufficiency a trait of the

mormon people when needs for leather arose they tried to

supply their ownovn the tanning industry resulted inililrilil some of

the first business buildings being built afteraft thetirleer pioneers
came to the great basin As early as 1849 the first presi-
dency of the LDS church in a general letter to the pioneers
gave encouragement for building a tannerycanneryhantan

although

nerynerr
many pioneerspioneerspioneer had experience in tanning the

tanning needs of the great basin were unfamiliar to them

the environmental conditions for tanning were different from

those in the east and in europe this difference in environ-

ment presented the pioneers withvith unusual leather tanning

problems barks for obtaining tannin the liquid chemical

used in tanning were not the same kind of barks as back east
experiments and failures plagued the settlers working to find
a suitable tanning chemicalcher fromfrownical native barks

69
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machinery was alsoaiso scarce thethle peoplejaneryjlnery bulitbuiltdulit what

they could eromfrom what they had whenuhen theyhey camecameo moremonemo machin-

ery was shipped across the plains by later pioneers

graduallyGradual neededlyp materials became available in the mountainMoum

west

haintainbain

iron knives and other currier tools had to be

shipped in by wagon

oils for softening and replacing natural oils lost
durinaduringdurino the tanning process were hard to obtain most of the

oil was shipped in to the tanneriescanneriestann oneeries man tried various

oils including butter in his attempt to find a substitute
for the expensive importedmortedmonted oils

some of the men engaged in the tanning industry
surmounted the problemsdroblems encountered and succeeded in estab-
lishing it as a sound business these people who did suc-

ceed were usually helped by the church financially the
church also helped these people by enlisting the newly arriv-
ing pioneers to sustain tanneries by cutting bark and gather-
ing hides for the tanneriescanneriestann therheeries church also enlisted
existing communities in work projects to help their local
tannery

success and growth

although there were many difficulties to surmount

during the 18501s1850b the leather industry continued to expand

because of the great demand for leather in this isolated
outpost of civilization easternastern competition from wagon

trains was nocnotriot too great and the need for leather was great

also immigrants who needed employment were coming into the

mach a so
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great basin tilethetiietlle church sawsa thew tanning industry as one of
many sources of providing employment the tanning industry
was also recognized as a major need for settlers in new

communities because leather was basic to survival leather
to make harnesses for the horses andmd oxen to plow the ground

and shoes for the people were only two of the vital needs

for leather
resourcefulness was brigham youngs word to the

pioneers letting hides of all kinds of animals lie and rot
was not considered resourceful the way to save these hides
and also to provide employment for the people was to tan the

hides the leather industry during this period was able to
employ approximately 2.720727 percent of the people in the great

basin some few fewbusinessmenbusinessmen became wealthawealthywealthv through their
leather involvement throughout this period however the
tanning industry was never able to supply the complete needs

of the people

the utah war to the
comingcomxng of the railroad

the utah war had a detrimental effect on the local
tanning industry because salt lake valley was the center of

itlt and the people were uprooted through the migration south

eventually howeverhowehove newverpverf tanneries were opened during this
period the church tried to stimulate the economy by

encouraging tanneries to be built the operativecooperativeco system

was started in an attempt to avert extreme changes that
could be caused by the coming of the railroad because of
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because of various pressures the church became

less and less able to involve itself in industrial
activity and consequently the tanning industry like
others was lefleft to struggle forror itself those tanneries

that did survive were usually those that received the most

encouragement from the people in the communities where they

were locatelocated such as ordervilledervilleOr and sant george but by

189519001895 there1900 were onlyownly a few tanneries making a profit
many others had gone outtout of business completely in
spite ofoll011oil the fact that the volume of hides available

riesrles

tanninitanninp industry

72

this pre planning henwhenshen the railroad did comecode the tanning

industry survived

from the railroad to 1884

church encouragement of the cooperativeoperativeco movement

helped keep the tanning industry alive most of the tanning

material at this time had to be importedirnport however this
caused a strain on the finances of the tanneries and some

smaller enterprises were discontinued because of co-

operative and church support through ZCMI some units of

the leather industry did continue to progress however

pressures of finances eventually caused these to slow down

production the last stand effort of the church to save

home industries came with the zions board of trade
subsidizing the tanning industry was one of its objectives

but this was one objective that never materialized

the tannin g indueindus try
from 1884 to 1

W

coopera tive
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fthomelt indusiindusl

4 he

orp t f I1 S

rece-ived

opera

dp



www.manaraa.com

villviii

ushust

iridiaridividual

lcklcq it appears that the industry
willviii successfully survive in utah withoutw1thout further church aid
transportation of chemicals into utah and financial encour-

agement are no longer a problem and9 the raw product of

cattle and sheep hides is now readily available juetjustjush as it
was in the past there is an even greater volume of the raw

product today

73

for tanningtanni continuedrigriq to increase sortationexportationqortationR of hides and

importation of leather became the mode of business for the

leather industry in utah

in 1934 interest in the revival of the tanning

industry in utah was manifest although it did not material-
ize the year 1948 brought the revivalrevrei ofrival tanneries in the

leather industry because of the church welfare program the
church operated a successful tannery for seventeensevenknl yearseen

until 1965 when it sold out to an individual three other
tanneriestanne startedraes after 1960 and two are in business today

1973

conclusions

the leaders of the church of jesus chriscchrist of lattealatterlateerlatuer
day saints provided the influence which established and

continued the tanning industry in the great basin
the tanning industry in utah is chruhr iving today

1973 with prospects of future growth even vithwith coznpetition7ilpetitionco

dromfrom a number of synthetics

19739
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O0itlt and got it started
1850

samuel mullinermaiMalmui inliner salt lake city opened the deseret tannery

1851

mullinermulMalmui andliner alienallenailen partnership in deseret tannerytamery in salt
lake city
1852

paragoonaPara communitygoona had a cannerytannerytannevtanned directed3 by3 colonel1.1
william

d
H

erectedrected
dame

1853

alexanderAlexaiex brimcander in the 1st ward in salt lake city utah
ira ames in salt lakephil pugsley in salt lake
1854

A number could have been established but no definite names
have been associated with this year

1855

davis county tannery in farmington under the direction of
thomas wier william jenningsJenning and john R winder in
salt lake cityalty
gold ing and raleigh opened the bath house tannery in
salt lake
1856

manti community opened a tannery
fillmoreFill openedmorewore a tannerytanneryotanne
15th

ryoeyo
ward tannery in salt lake city

18th ward tannery in salt lake city

amtantes

communcomman ty

84

APPENDIX B

REVIEW OF TANNINGtenning INDUSTRY involvement

1847

alanson and ira eldredge in salt lake city
1849

samuel clarkdarkmark in provoprovos utahutahystahy afteraf theter community worked
with

ENDIX

C lty
golding

sp
uty
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rar3ackslcks

1857

chester southworthsoufchworth jr worked with a tannery in
brigham cihycity utah
1858

brigham youngyoongyoungsyoungo feramorz little and john winder opened the
eagleeagie gate tannery in salt lake city utah
1859

no specific names

1860

thomas lee in tooeletooelepthoele utah
bishop gardner in west jordan
thomas wier and joel ricks in cache opened a tannery

1861

no specific names

1862

david evans and canute peterson in lehi
jonas holdsworth of lehi and american forkporkporrforr
186318651863

no

1865

specific names

1866

lorenzo snow in brigham citycityp utah
186718691867

no

1869

names

1870

dixie community in st george had a tannery opened

187118731871

no

1873

names

1874

william budge of salt lake city
kanabcanab community tannery

85
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cac1

1875

american forkforic cooperative

1876

ordervilledervilleOr community samuel mulliner was associated
with this enterprise
1877

edward hunter established a tannery in salt lake city
deseret tanning and manufacturing companycompanya a combination of
several ward tannetanneriesles
1878

brother heyner established a tannery in glenwood

1879

ZCMI shoe factory and deseret tanning and manufacturing co
combine

187918861879

no

1886

names

1887

N C rasmussen provoprove utah
188818891888

no

1889

names

1890

19th ward tannery in salt lake city
189018941890

no

1894

names

1895

st george tanning and manufacturing company

189619021896

no

1902

names

1903

union hide and wool of salt lake city

86

tanneriese

no

ty

riese
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coescooscows
escalantepescalantepa

19041948
no names

1948

tannery in salt lake city established by the church with
lowell fox as manager

194919641949

no

1964

names

1965

wells tannery in north salt lake run by lowell fox he
purchased the church tannery and moved to north salt lakelakee
the deer trading post that tanned deer hides came along
some time in here

1969

springvilleSpring tannerytameryville now under management of frank holley
1971

val liljenquist began the leather industries in salt lake
citycley utah

names associated with establishment of tanneries where no
dates have been found the approximate dates are between

1855 and 1870

tousic and simmons in payson utah
J S page in payson probably in 1857
john diem in payson
J W summerhays in salt lake city
N P hansen and J R hansen in cache valley
simeon carter in brigham city utah
william marshall in emery co utah
danieldardel alienallenailen in Escalanescal testepante utah
lorenzo clarkdarkmaekhaek and jesse wentworth in st george

many others were established as the policy of having a
tannery in each settlement was worked at quite completely

87
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jo
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APPENDIX C

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF PEOPLE OCCUPIED IN SHOE
AND LEATHER PRODUCTS IN THE MOUNTAIN WEST

IN 1850

the following two charts will give the reader some

indication of the involvement of those in the leather
industry throughout the time of the thesis coverage however

it does not differentiate between those involved in shoe

making alone and those involved in the leather production of
the leather industry if general indications can be

approximated one tannery would probably be able to keep

several shoe makers busy yet the problem was such that the
shoe makers were still importing leather because the cannertanner

iesles were not making leather fast enough
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industrial STRUCTURE OF THEIHE MOUNTAIN WESTwestpwesta 1850
NUMBER OF THOSE OCCUPIED IN EACH INDUSTRY

SHOE AND LEATHER PRODUCTS

mountain
states arizona idaho nevada NM utah wyo USILS year

235 146 86 1731721730172 1850
498 26 162 231 213157 1860

129810298 47 52 280 107 493 77 2676452670645 1870
2353 119ilg 88 224 171 731 85 269
3226390226 146 186 142 231 783 176 316
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3513 300 381 93 243 519 165 437
3058 259 282 60 223 427 155 417

663 56 28 2 28 66 14 364
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443 1940
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APPENDIX D

THE TANNING PROCESS IN THE WELLS TANNERY 1973

1 removal of the hair
a soaking in water
b flushingflashing
c chemicalChen washtical to dissolvedisbo thelveive hair sodium

sulfide is used

2 tanning
a lime wash
b washing outoat lime
c lessening glue in hide this is done by oroponoroponporoson

a bacterialbacteribacteria substance made from the pancreas of
animals leeched in sawdustsavi

ddo
dust

washing
e sulfuric acid and salt wash
f chrome tanning the hide will be cut on the edge

to see that the chrome has penetrated completely
into the hide

g air oxidize
h wring the hide to get the excess chrome out of iti split hide this is a process where the hide is

made uniform in thickness
jje neutralize bath or wash

3 further care of the hide before sale
be dyeing of the hide almost any color is available
b oilingoilinq the hide to replace natural oils removed

during tanning
c draining
d drying
e glazing to polish the hide
f staking this a machine that works the hide to

soften it
g drying
h pigment finish if desired by customers
i pressing to remove any wrinkles acquired in

handling
j measuring and cutting for commercial sale
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A HISTORYHISTO OF THETOEmoe involvement OF THEtire CIIURCHCHURCH OF JESUS

CHRIST OF LATTERDAYLATTER SAINTSDAY IN THE TANNING

INDUSTRY IN UTAH FROM 1847 TO 1973

paul edwards damron

department of church history and doctrine
MA degreesdegree august 1973

ABSTRACT

this thesis reports the extent of the tanning
industry in utah from 1847 to 1973 and explains the relation-
ship of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday with
this industry

the tanning industry was essential to the survival
of the pioneer communities in utah until the coming of the
railroad in 1869 two important factors affecting this
industry were external competition and church support in
faccifactyfachy the industry survived eastern competition because it
was however all church support ended in
the early 1900 s and except for a few businesses which soon
ceased operation the tanning industry in utah came to an
end after 1904 all known utah ventures in the tanning
industry ended for a period of time

some efforts were made to revive this industry in
1934 but they met with negligible success in 1948 the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday commenced a
tanning industry which operated successfully and was eve-
ntually turned over to private ownership in 1965 four other
privately owned tanneries have since begun injn utah
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